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KEPOKT OF THE COMMITTEE ON IDIOTS AND 
FEEBLE-MINDED ON FIFTY-TWO BOBDEK-LINE 
CASES IN THE ROME STATE CUSTODIAL ASYLUM 

When the State Board of Charities' Committee on Idiots and 
Feeble-Minded made ita annual visit to the Rome State Custodial 
Aayliim in October, 1913, Dr. Bernstein, the superintendent, 
brought to the attention of the committee a group of fifty-two 
children, many of whom he conflidered " border-line " cases. These 
children being cleanly and nicely dressed, appeared casually not 
only more intelligent than the other inmates of the asylum, but to 
the committee looked like an average group of orphan asylum 
children, alUiough a number were mouth-breathers. The com- 
mittee became deeply interested in the matter and unanimously 
felt, in the interest of humanity, that it was of the utmost import- 
ance that each case be thoroughly investigated, for if, in a single 
instance, there was normality, it would be inhuman to stigmatize 
such a child as feeble-minded by committing it to a custodial 
asylum, and also it would be a sufficient compensation for all the 
labor and expense if even one of these children could be saved from 
the unhappy fate of condemnation to permanent association with 
the feeble-minded and the idiotic. It was also believed that a 
thorough investigation into the individuality of each of such a 
number of eases ought to furnish some material for reference and 
comparison to the investigator into similar matters. 

There had been brought to the attention of the members of the 
committee the question whether or not superintendents of the poor 
were too ready and willing to place normal, or nearly normal, chil- 
dren in State institutions for the idiotic or the feeble-minded, to 
save the counties the expense of caring for them in orphan asy- 
lums ; so that the first question which the committee resolved was 
of importance in the matter, was to investigate the facts as to the 
eommitmeut of the children. 

These particular fifty-two children had been received from 
twenty-four counties, but inquiry and investigation disclosed no 
facts to warrant the belief that poor law officers are '" imload- 
ing" their charges iipon the State for the purpose of economy. 
Vacancies are at a premium in the State institutions and for that 
reason admission is generally sought for the high grade, socially 
dangerous class. In nearly all of these cases application to Rome 
t3] 
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was the last resort when relatives were unable to care longer for 
the children and orphan asylums or other homes for dependent 
children were unwilling to care for them. 

The committee feels under obligation to Dr. Charles Bernstein, 
Superintendent of the Rome State Custodial Asylum, for calling 
attention to these bordeHine cases and for the aid given to the 
officers of the Board in the examination of the children and the 
investigation made conceroing them. In making the examinations 
of the mentality of these children and in the investigation of their 
families and past histories the committee availed itself of the 
Board's Bureau of Analysis and Investigation, and to the services 
of Dr. Gertrude E. Hall, the head of the Bureau, and of Inv^i- 
gator Marion Collins, we are indebted for the detail of the labor 
performed, 

METHOD OF INVESTIGATION 

The invratigation of the fifty-two children consisted of two 
distinct parts, first, the study of the family history, and second, 
the study of the - individual child. The family history was 
obtained by visits to tlie family when it could be located, con- 
sultation of records on file with agencies dealing with the case, 
and interviews with the committing officers. The study of the 
children consisted of a mental examination by means of the Binet- 
Simou Measuring Scale of Intelligence, and a comparison of the 
results with previous tests made within the last year or two years 
by the same scale, which gave an opportunity to measure the men- 
tal changes in the interim. In individual cases some other tests 
were used to measure particular traits. These tests are briefly 
described in connection with the case histories. The children 
were observed in the wards and officers and teachers were inter- 
viewed. Special inquiry was made into the personal habits of 
the children, for it frc<|uontly happens that uncleanliness is the 
element which finally decides whether a child of doubtful mental- 
ity shall be cared for in an orphan asylum or refused admisaion. 
It may be noted in this respect that in almost every case the 
brighter children have learned cleanliness in the institution, while 
the lower grade cases have not benefited in this respect by the 
training they have been given. 

CHILDREN TESTED BY THE BINET MEASOKING SCALE 

It u customary to rate children as feeble-minded who are three 
or more years retarded by thia scale. In December, 1913, when 
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this Hat was originallj made up, of the fifty-two eMldren, twenty- 
seven were three or more years retarded and twenty-five were 
less than three years retarded, whereas in November, 1914, 
when the second ratings were completed thirty-five are three 
years or more retarded, and seventeen show a retardation of less 
than three years. This is due to an increase in the physical age 
of one year without corresponding mental progress. The younger 
children are found mostly in the group of less than three years' 
retardation. It is regarded as especially significant that two of 
the children, Xos, 2 and 3 have made two years mental progress 
in the last two years, thus showing that they are developing 
normally for their age. 

Children who pass the Binet teste for the earlier years are 
not necessarily normal. The sixty-third annual report of the 
Managers of the Syracuse State Institution for Feeble-Minded 
Children, for the year ending September 30, 1913, says <m tbis 
point, pp. 23-23: "The rule that no child who is less than 
three years behind his normal mental age should be considered 
feeble-minded must be modified as applied to the children in 
the institution from seven to nine years of age. We have children 
rating only one or two years behind at these ages who are dis- 
tinctly feeble-minded. They develop to this point fairly well, 
but with increasing yeai^s seem to reach their limit and then 
drop back rapidly." The difficulty which faces those who wish 
to diagnose and prognosticate the mental condition of children 
is that their minds seem to develop quite regularly up to a 
certain point and then to stop developing. In cases of idiocy and 
imbecility the mental defect is apparent in early childhood, and 
can be detected without the use of tests ; but it cannot be dis- 
covered by any mental tests now available whether or not a 
young child will be a moron. The only method is to wait and 
see. The tests offer good verification of the mental stoppage 
as soon as it takes place; but a child of seven, for example, 
who is destined to be a moron with an eleven year mentality, 
cannot at the age of seven be certified as a potential moron 
whose mental development will stop at eleven years. Observation 
of the child's reaction to his environment and a study of the 
heredity may make one reasonably sure that the child will not 
reach normal maturity, and the prognosis may seem bad, and 
yet the tests may not indicate in early childhood marked signs 
of mental retardation. 
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need of custody fob uioh qkadb cabbb 

Since morons are relatively numeroua among the class of public 
dependents, it is important to decide on rational treatment of 
their casee. If they are discharged from institutional care on 
the ground that their feeble-mindedness is not proven, they may 
for lack of supervision contract bad habits and even commit 
crimes. Such a case is that of Jean Oiannini who murdered 
Lydia Beecher, a school teacher in Poland, N. Y., March 31, 
1914. Giannini was admitted to St. Vincent Industrial School, 
Utica, N. Y., August 18, 1913, aged fifteen years and one montb, 
being an incorrigible half-orphan. He remained in the in- 
stitution almost six months, and waa discharged February 6, 
1914. On the last day of March he murdered his former school 
teacher for revenge. During the six months that this boy was a 
public charge there was ample time and opportunity to study 
the cause of his incorrigibility, and to find out that he was 
a moral imbecile, if- that was the case. The failure to do this 
has cost a human life. No one can say what proportion of 
crimes are committed by irresponsible, weak-minded and epileptic 
persons, many of whom have been public chaises prior to the 
time of their major offence against society. 

Less than a hundred years ago Giannini would have been 
treated in court as a normal young man responsible for his act. 
But in his case, perhaps for the first time in history, the plea 
of feeble-mindedness was made by the defence, and the jury 
returned a verdict of " not guilty, moral imbecile." Giannini 
was then committed to the Matteawan State Hospital. 

Doubtless a number of criminals are insane, but probably a 
far larger number are epileptic or feeble-minded, or in some 
cases possibly both. All such require permanent custodial care, 
and not a sentence to prison. Epilepsy and feeble-mindedness 
are now recognized as prolific causes or accompaniments of 
criminality, petty law-breaking, alcoholism, non-eupport of fami- 
lies, industrial inefficiency and moral turpitude. 

Another case of recent history is that of a Seneca Indian, 
bom June 2'8, 1898, who was admitted to the Thomas Indian 
School, September, 1907, and in April 1908. transferred to 
the Syracuse State Institution for Feeble-Minded Children. In 
July. 1913, he was paroled frran the Syracuse institution, and 
on February 35, 1914, burned his grandmother's house, after 
whicb he was admitted to the Erie County Hospital. February 27, 
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1914. Wise and permauent custody of feeble-minded persona, 
whether they have red, white or black skins, will relieve the State 
of much criniinality and public annoyance. 

IMPORTANCE OF HEREDITY 

It was a striking feature of the study of the fifty-two cases 
in the Rome State Custodial Asylum, that the heredity was found 
to be almost uniformly bad. The family histories of the chil- 
dren are given in Exhibit A and a brief resume of the cases is 
contained in the appended table. The influence of heredity 
ou offsprings is today very generally recognized. The Report of 
the Committee on Applied Eugenics of the American Medico- 
Psychological Association, June, 1913, says in part, p. 2: 

" The consensus of opinion from scientific thinkers on eugenics 
teaches that the feeble-minded are the result of inherited defect. 

" That improvement may be confidently predicted in many, 
but restoration in none. 

" That whether defect be recessive or congenital, the trail of 
feeble-mindedness is transmitted with certainty. 

" That the rate of increase by propagation is more rapid than 
in normal people, and that the defective class is a self-perpetuat- 
ing body. 

" That the short life of the fatuous need not be expected to 
stay the increase of defectives, bocauee morons, and not they, 
are the propagators of type." 

The following family history, that of Charles B,, No. 26, ia 
a sample of those collected : 

Father, born in a neighboring county, 1883. Seems first to 
liave come to the attention of the people of X when he returned 
from the Spanish-American War, and has been deteriorating 
rapidly since. He suddenly married about 1905. He has been 
abusive to his wife when intoxicated, when sober he is her superior 
for he ia intelligent but too weak-willed to stop drinking. It is 
said he does not drink as much as many men but he is not able 
to stand it. He is a familiar figure reeling along on the streets. 
He has been treated for tuberculosis but in April, 1914, the ]ail 
physician pronounced him not tubercular, so it is impossible to 
commit him to a sanat^jrium as was hoped. 

March 14, 1910, he was committed to jail on complaint of 
the Sup©rint«ndent of Poor for non-aupport because he was a 
nuisance around the almshouse where his wife was an inmate. 
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On April 1, he waa committed thirty days for vagrancy. May 
23, recommitted for thirty daya for stealing bread stuff and 
frankfurters. He waa intoxicated at the time. In October, 1910, 
he wa» transferred from the hospital, where he had been 
under treatment for tuberculosis, to the almshouse but he 
would not stay. March, 1913, he waa sent to the penitentiary 
because found under influence of liquor in a barn with two 
men who were arrested for stealing. At present he is in X 
rooming at a saloon, cleaning up saloons for a living and bother- 
ing all his relatives by visiting them when intoxicated. He goe« 
to see his wife nearly every day in that condition. 

Mother, born in X, 1882, feeble-minded. Medium height, pale 
blue eyes, sallow complexion, teeth dirty, mouth sunken, general 
expression dull, silly smile. 

Jjeft school when young and lived at home until she was 
married. Was alwaj's untidy, " slouchy," foolish. The opinion 
of the investigator is confirmed by those who know her, that she 
is feeble-minded. On longer acquaintance she is aaid to prove 
more foolish. The woman for whom she works says : "She doesn't 
act any older than my own children. If she has a penny she will 
spend it for candy." She is contented to work merely for a home 
and a little spending money, the remainder of which she returns 
after she has bought her trinkets. Sometimes she can clean a 
room well, at other times it has to be done over again immediately. 
She is always pleasant and willing to do the best she can and 
is fair help under the supervision she gets at the rooming house 
where she works, but the fact that her husband comes to see 
her so often when intoxicated makes her leas desirable as a 
helper. She is unable to keep house herself, gave the baby poor 
•'are, is very easily influenced. It is said that she was married one 
night simply at the suggestion of Hie fellow who had been drink- 
ing at the time. Her relatives have nearly all disowned her. 

Father's father, ajre, 19] 4, about seventy. AATieelwright by 
trade. Is now a janitor. Talks inteliigentlv, is well spoken of and 
is interested in church work. Home plain but comfortable. Now 
living with his second wife. 

Father's mother, bom in a neighboring town. Dead. 

brother's father, bom in a nearby city, October. 1844, Accord- 
ing to his own statement he has lived in X since he waa twenty-one, 
and has lieeii in the poor-house since April 7, 1909. When 
young he was of the fast set of X. He gave up high living 
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when he was comparatively vouug, but continued to drink all hie 
life, but not enough to make him lose his position of weigher, and 
later of bookkeeper. In 1909 he had a stroke of paralysis, since 
which time he has not been able to work. From the hospital he 
was transferred to the almshouse. When he first came he wag 
unable to walk, but has improved some since. He has been 
regarded as peculiar for some vears, being inclined to act as if 
he were superior to his old acquaintances. His sister was also in 
the almshouse a long time, and was a drug habitue, but was after- 
ward sent to a sanatorium, as the people could afford to pay. 

Mother's mother, died March, 1912. She is described as a 
bright woman, and owned some valuable property. The last eight 
years of life she was insane, but was cared for at home. From 
her husband's report it seeins ,that she had delusions. 

The family history just cited illustrates a fairly typical condi- 
tion, that of the alcoholic man marrying a feeble-minded woman. 

A TABLE CI.ASSIFYISO THE PARENTS OF THE 52 CASES 

The vertical columns show the mothers, the horizontal the 
fathers. In case of a parent having more than one defect, he is 
tabulated under the first one occurring in the table. 
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The above table shows twenty-four feeble-minded mothers and 
only five feebleminded fathers, while there are thirteen alcoholic 
fathers. Normal women have not married feeble-minded men. 
but seven of the men believed to be normal have married feeble- 
minded women. The fathers classified as unknown inchule the 
fathers of the illegitimate children. While there are no crim- 
inalistic mothers, there are four such fathers, bnt on the other 
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hand there is shown a larger number of sexually immoral women 
than men. It may be said, however, that evidence of immorality 
is more likely to be obtained in the caae of women than of men. 
Fourteeoi of the children have relatives in other State inatitu- 
tions at the present time and a total of forty-one immediate rela- 
tives has been cared for by the State not counting relatjvee in 
almshouses or minors in orphan asylums. Ninety-six of the rda- 
tives are known to be defective, and in most cases one defect is 
accompanied by one or more others. TuberculoBiB, while appear- 
ing on the chart, has not been listed as a defect, but its high inci- 
dence indicates a lack of physical vigor and resistance as well as a 
lack of sanitary living conditions. 

BEACTIONa OF THE CHILDBEN TO TH£IB BNV1B0NMBNT8 

Twenty-six, exactly half, of the children were in orphan asy- 
lums previous to admission to the Rome State Custodial Asylimi, 
and eight of the cases were refused by orphan asylums. The 
otJier children came from poor homes and degrading surroundings ; 
their training had been unwise or vicious. AU of the orphan asy- 
Imn children had failed and those in their homes were committed 
because they were a menace. The only cases in which a reversal 
of the first diagnosis has been made have been with the young chil- 
dren whose conditions have so changed since they have been in the 
institution that it is felt that they may have been suffering from a 
pseudo-feeble-mindedness due to conditions which have since been 
removed; it is always to be r^retted when too young a child is 
diagnosed as feeble-minded. Some of the children who failed in 
free homes and were refused by the orphan asylums have reacted 
well to the institutional routine as it is an environment suited to 
Hieir needs. Their lives are simple, well ordered and tranquil. 
The orphan asylum regime was too complicated for them, and life 
outside an institution offered too many temptations. Other chil- 
dren on the list still show the same traits, though perhaps to n 
less degree, which made their commitment necessary. Some of 
the children could not mingle with normal children without det- 
riment to the latter. 

The mental retardation of these children is accompanied in 
many cases by a corresponding physical under-development so that 
the children botii appear and act younger than they actually are. 
The result is that the first diagnosis of a case is made by the 
observer who unconsciously measures up the child by its approxi- 



Digitized t, Google 



Kepoei of OoMMiriEK ON Ii>ioTs ANu Feebi.e-JMisdeu 11 

nmte mental age, then judges liia reactions according to that stand- 
ard. Thus a twelve year old, undersized and under-developed, 
may appear like a bright seven year old child, and not until the 
physical age is learned does one realize that the child is mentally 
retarded. There is hardly a child in the group who could he safely 
diagnosed by inspection, for many o£ them are alert and attractive 
in appearance, and few carry the stigmata of degeneration to a 
noticeable degree. 

During the last year seven of the children have gone out on 
parole or have been discharged by Superintendent Bernstein act- 
ing under the authority of the Board of Managers of the Rome 
State Custodial Asylum. While in most cases they have not been 
outside the institution long enough to demonstrate what the final 
outcome may be, it may be said in general that their present reac- 
tions do not differ greatly from those they showed before they 
entered the institution. Those of school age have been placed in 
special classes or in l^e lower grades of the public schools. The 
older ones are working for maintenance, dependent to a consider- 
able degree upon the patience and good will of their employers. 

They will presumably get along fariiy well until they are 
called upon to meet some trying situation or are subjected to some 
special strain. 

One child has died. 

IHTEHSIVE STUDY OF THE SITUATION 

Having gathered the data on mental status, environment and 
heredity, a more intensive study of the situation can be made. 
Here are fifty-two children, who have bad heredities, have reacted 
badly to past environment, and seventy per cent, of whom are 
already three or moi-e years retarded by the Binet measuring 
scale, all possibly of the moron type, although some are too young 
to warrant such a statement as yet. A moron has the intelligence 
of from seven to twelve years,* but never reaches adult judgment 
or common sense. Morons include many of the criminal class, 
and persona who are so suf^estible that they are unreliable and 
unstable. Many of these children have shown these traits. Should 
they be retained in an idiot asylum, the younger of them will not 

• White 4 Jelliffe, Nervous * Mental DiseaBee, lftl3, p. 203; Healy's defini- 
tion. Same terminology adopted by the American ABsociation for the Study 
of the Feeble-Minded. 
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have a fair chance to show whether they can " make good " as they 
grow older. AVhile it is an injustice to the public to discharge 
potential criminals and other irresponsible persons, it is likewise 
contrary to social ethics to commit as an idiot one who is not 
proven to be such. If doubtful cases are to be kept in custody 
■ until such time as they prove themselves clearly feeble-minded or 
normal, it is not only fair to them, but the duty of the public to 
see to it that they have means of development, training and edu- 
cation, and some active association with persons of normal men- 
tality. The majority of these children have no suitable homes, 
and must in most instances remain institutional cases. The only 
alternative, if they are released from Rome, is to send them to the 
Syracuse State Institution for Feeble-llinded Children, which 
is primarily intended as a school for such cases, or to place them 
in orphan asylums. But the Syracuse State institution has 
already refused to accept several of them on the ground that they 
are unsuited morally to mingle with the children in the Syracuse 
institution, for some are reported to be bad sexually, others steal, 
have violent tempers and incendiary tendencies. 

Feeble-minded children are of two general kinds, the apathetic, 
who are easy to control, and the troublesome, who do do not respond 
to moral training. All feeble-minded children are more or less 
suggestible, and are likely to follow any leadership which presents 
itself ; thus the introduction into a. group of apathetic cases of a 
number who are bright enough to plan mischief and carry it out, 
is hound to be a source of trouble. The State has no institution 
for the unstable, trouble-making criminalistic feeble-minded, who 
are usually morons of rather high grade. Such cases are now to 
be found in nearly all institutions, including orphan asylums, 
training schools, reformatories, custodial asylums, and even plac- 
ing out agencies. They are always problematic, and no satisfac- 
tory solution of their oases has been found. 

The State Board of Charities has never encouraged orphan 
asylums to accept or harbor feeble-minded or epileptic children. 
On the contrary, many orphan asylums properly refuse to admit 
such children, and promptly discharge those who prove on ac- 
qnaintahce to be feeble-minded, especially of the mischief-making 
class. This is wise, for the risk of having them about is too great. 
They are cruel, quarrelsome, likely to set fires and to endanger the 
other children. As most of these fifty-two children have either 
been refused by orphan asylums, or have been tried in them and 
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failed, it does not seem to be a solution of the problem to send 
tham back to orphan asyluma, as at present constituted, for there 
is none which specializes in backward and troublesome children of 
this class. 

NEED OF A CLEAEIKG HOUSE 

After careful consideration it seems to the committee that the 
State needs a special clearing house for auch children, where thej' 
can be kept under observation, examined and trained for as long 
a time as seems desirable. Each individual case shoiild be diag- 
nased carefully, and a body of data secured with regard to the early 
traits of potential criminals, sex offenders and vagrants of the 
moron type. Therefore, it seems best to recommend that the 
hopeful ones of these children be made the unit of organization 
of a new branch of the State's care for the mentally defective 
viz., a colony and observation station to be located preferably at 
the Rome State Custodial Asylum. The staff of the colony should 
be especially qualified to observe and record details of growth and 
conduct of inmates, and to teach and train them, with the hope 
of bringing them iip to their fullest measure of responsibility and 
efficiency. 

Furthermore, in the present crowded condition of the State 
institutions it is desirable that those who are proposed for com- 
mitment as feeble-minded or epileptic should be examined as to 
their heredity, to see if the condition is congenital, or traumatic 
or in some other way accidental, for until there is room for all, 
the most pressing cases should be carefully selected for early ad- 
mission, and cases due to heredity, which are therefore capable of 
transmitting the defect, require prompt and permanent custody. 

A complete investigation of family history and personal reac- 
tion to social environment, made in behalf of each person admit- 
ted to a custodial asylum, would give tho superintendent of the 
institution valuable information as to the heredity and traits of 
the individual and would serve as a basis for the assignment of 
suitable training. We, therefore, recommend that as soon as a 
sufficient number of investigators is available, the Bureau of 
Analysis and Investigation be charged to investigate the heredity 
and past environment of all persons who are proposed for commit- 
ment to any of the State custodial institutions, and report thereon 
to the State Board of Charities, which in turn can transmit useful 
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infonnation to the Buperinteadents of institutions. We would also 
urge upon the Legislature the need of providing additional inves- 
tigators for this most important work. A special reason for mak- 
ing early investigation is disclosed in the present study, for par- 
ents and relatives, if they move about, are soon lost sight of, and 
a family history cannot be reconstructed readily after a family haa 
gone to pieces, and its mombers dispersed. 

As these particular fifty-two eases have been tiie subject of study 
and observation extending over a year, it would be well to con- 
tinue the study at r^^lar intervals for several years. In this 
way a continuous and complete history of these cases may be 
obtained which should throw light upon the early traits and possi- 
ble future of similar cases. Systematic applications of mental 
tests would measure the rate of mental progress and the age at 
which it stops. It may be noted that significant changes in the 
status of these children have occurred in the last year. 



We refer to the condensed histories given in the Summary 
hereto annexed, and also to the detailed history of each case to 
be found in Exhibit A following the Summary. It will be seen 
that of the fifty-two cases one died and seven others, who were 
over ten years of age, were paroled or discharged by the Board 
of Managers of the institution. The State Board of Charities 
had no part in the discharge of these cases, but has caused a visit 
to be paid to each one to ascertain how they react in their new en- 
vironments. Of the three boys paroled one is working at the 
same place with his father, another is in the second grade at 
school, and the third is in a special class. The paroled girl is 
working for her board by taking care of children. The three 
discharged cases include one in the first grade but troublesome 
in school, one unable to do first grade work and a member of a 
special class, and one who does not attend school and who also 
does not work. These children are reported to have conducted 
themselves fairly well, but all seem to need good supervision 
in their homes to assure their good conduct Inasmuch as they 
are border-line cases it is most desirable that their progress should 
be observed in order to guide the future policy of the State in 
the disposition of similar cases, and the Committee recommends 
that their histories be studied from time to time. Of the forty- 
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four remaining in the institution at leaBt five are found ob 
examiiLatiou to be so nearly normal as to make it desirable to re- 
move them from their preaont environment and place them in 
family homes or at least in orphan asylums, so that their daily 
aasociation with the feeble-minded may be discontinued and that 
they may have full opportunity to attend echool and gain the nor- 
mal experience of children of their ages. In eight other cases there 
seems good hope that the children may recover if they are given 
special attention and careful teaching, and the Committee recom- 
mends that these be made the nucleus of the new Clearing House, 
that they be placed under special training at the Rome State 
Custodial Asylum and that frequent examinations of their mental 
progress and social reaction be made by the Bureau of Analysis 
and Investigation, to determine as closely as possible just how 
much improvement they make, in the hope that they may later 
be discharged and restored to society. Thirty-one cases appear 
to be sufficiently feeble-minded to warrant their continued cus- 
tody in the institution. These also should receive further ex- 
amination to see whether their minds show any awakening or 
whether the advance of years cMifirms the early belief in their 
mental deficiency. 

A study of Exhibit B, which gives the institutional histories 
of a series of feeble-minded persons who were finally recognized 
as such and placed under custodial care, shows that there is need 
in this State for better diagnosis of cases, when persons are 
first committed to an institution, particularly children, as their 
whole future is at stake. Success in life or failure is found to 
rest more on mental and moral stamina than on the labor market 
or any other extrinsic circumstance, much as these sometimes 
modify prosperity. The Report of the Committee on Applied 
Eugenics, cited above, says in this connection, p. 5 : 

" Sooiologtsts searching for the cause of poverty have given 
little thought to mental defect. Alcoholism, criminal instinct, 
environment and avaricious employers have each been attacked, 
passing over the inherent organization of the individual that 
craves alcohol, invites crime, selects environment and makes him 
unemployable. Back of it all lies mental defectiveness, the 
principal asset of commercialized vice. The problem of the 
feeble-minded is first in importance of all public questions." 

Through the initiative of Dr. Max G. Schlapp, the Department 
of Public Charities of the City of Tfew York, in 1912, established 
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a (.Jlcaring House for Mental Defectives. The State Board of 
Charities has in its Bureau of Analysis and Investigation a de- 
partment which is at the service of the institutions and poor law 
officials in the State to help them in the diagnosis of perplexing 
cases of mental and moral defectiveneas. The Bureau has al- 
ready rendered service in this way to a nuiriber of institutions and 
poor law officials. 

The Committee desires, in closing ita report, to express the 
opinion that the State has need of more complete methods of 
diagnosis, especially of cases which require prolonged observa- 
tion, and urges for the serious consideration of the Board its 
recommendation that an observation colony be established prefer- 
ably at the Rome State Custodial Asylum as an important step 
toward the establishment of an adequate Clearing House system 
for actual or potential mental defectives in the State of New York. 

SIMON W. ROSENDALE, Chairman, 
STEPHEN SMITH, M. R, 
D. W. BURDICK, 

Committee on Idiots and Feeble-Minded. 



EXPIJlNATION of terms used in the alTMMAKY 

Mental age, based upon the Binet Measuring Scale of Intelli- 
gence, 1911 American revision. Each year comprises 5 points 
and additional points are shown in the table after the decimal. 
Thus 5,4 in the column under the mental age indicates a mental 
age of five years and additional four points. 

Mental retardation is the difference between the physical 
and mental age when the physical age is under 12, When 
the physical age is over 12 the retardation is not computed as 
the Binet Scale does not measure satisfactorily beyond 12 years. 

Prepress in the last year is based upon the comparison of 
former tests given within the last year or two years and the 
ones given in November, 1914. 

Craig Colong — Craig Colony for Epileptics. 

Hudson — New York State Training School for Girls, Hudson. 

Newark — State Custodial Asylum for Feeble-Minded Women. 

Rome — Rome State Custodial Asylum. 
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Syracuse — Syracuse State Inatitution for Feeble-Minded 
Childreii. 

A — Alcoholic. 

B — Blind. 

C — Oriminalistic. 

D — Deaf. 

E — Epileptic. 

r — Feeble-minded. 

I — Insane. i 

Ne — Neurotic. 

S — Syphilitic. 

Sx — Sexually immoral. 

T — Tubercular. 
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Case Histories of the Fifty-two Childreu 
Mental Tests Mentioned in the Case Histories 

The Binet-Simon Scale for Measuring Intelligence. — Descrip- 
tion and discussion of this scale may be found in any recent stand- 
ard work on psychological tests. 

The Formboard.— Manual of Mental and Physical Tests, 
Whipple, pp. 297-305. Ten blocks of different shapes fit easily 
into their respective spaces in the board. For young children it is 
useful in testing form perception. For older children it indicates 
coarser muscular coordination. 

Construction Puzzle A. — Psychological Monograph. Tests for 
Practical Mental Classificatioii, Healy and Femald, It is a small 
wooden frame into which fit five pieces, only two of which are of 
the same size. The pieces, however, are' interchangeable. For 
the older children it shows perception of the relationship of form 
and method of procedure for a given task. For the young chil- 
dren it has proven useful as a learning test. 

Construction Puzzle B. — Tests for Practical Mental Class- 
ification. A wooden frame puzzle more complex than A. 

Drinking Cup. — The task is for the subject to fold a drinking 
cup from a square of paper after he has been shown once. It is a 
matter of following five directions. 

Aussage, or the Butcher Shop Picture. Teats for Practical 
Mental Classification. The child is shown the picture of tie 
butcher shop, and the nature of the report and the amount of 
auggestibility are noted. 

Apperception. — Pictorial Completion Test, Psychological Re- 
view, Healy, Vol. XXI, No. 3, May, 1914. A picture which 
shows ten situations, contains a blank space in each one. From 
forty small pictures the subject is to select the correct ones to fill 
in the spaces. It may be considered an adult test rather than one 
for i^ildren, but if the child still fails when the ten correct blocks 
are chosen for him, it is regarded as significant. 

Motor Coordination. — Tests for Practical Mental Classifia- 
tion. A rectangular paper is divided into 150 half inch squares. 
The subject is to tap as many squares as possible in thirty seconds 
without missing one or touching a line. It is a test of control 
and fine muscular coordination. 



Digitized t, Google 



26 State Board of Chabitieb 

No. 1 
Joseph W. No. 2389. Age, 4. Mental age, 4.3. 

Joe is of normal development and activity for a child of 4 years. 
Height 3 feet and 2 inches. Weight, 32 pounds. His features are 
small. He has a left internal strabismus, poorly formed ears, a 
slight Darwinian tubercle and a high palate. He is clean, active 
and talkative. 

His parente were bom in Austria. His mother died of tuber- 
culosis when Joe was very young. The father, who does not speak 
English, drinks and gambles and is considered worthless. There 
is one other child, normal as far as known. Both children were 
taken to an orphan asylum, but Joe was diiferent from the other 
children and sent to a hospital for observation. After a year's 
observation, he was pronounced feeble-minded. The admission 
blank states that he was destructive, irritable, destroyed clothing, 
cried constantly, sawed back and forth all of the time. lu Bome 
at the present time, he is cleanly, can find his way and do errands 
in a large ward and can talk, but far from plainly. In contrast 
to the other children on the ward, he appears very bright and his 
caretakers, who are devoted to him, insist that he is normal. 

A year ago at 3, he tested 3 years mentally and now he tests 
4.3, showing that he has progressed normally in the last 
year. He gave animated accounts of the Binet pictures, say- 
ing, " Look, horsie, get up horsie, whoa, horse," and " Man 
pounding, going up a ladder, pounding up there," etc. Beyond 
IV he compared the weights, distinguished between morning' and 
afternoon and described the pictures. 

The formboard was too complicated for him. He tried t(, put 
in blocks, indiscriminately pounding them to make them go in, 
and tired of the game before he had finished. 

Summary. — Whether or not the child is or will develop to be 
normal, there is no question but that he could be cared for with 
normal children without detriment to them and with gain to him- 
self. He should be given the opportunity to prove his ability. 
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Elmer D. No. 2215. Age, 7. Mental Hge, 7. 

Elmer is a weak, shy, sober child, with some facial asymmetry, 
right ear lower and more projecting, nose deflected to right and 
head tipped to right. Palate high and chin pointed. Weight, 17 
pounds. Height, 46 inches. 

His mother waa mentally unbalanced before the birth of Elmer. 
She died of childbirth in 1909. The father, syphilitic, epileptic 
and blind as a result of syphilis, died at the county almshouse of 
brain tumor in 1911. The maternal grandmother was insane. 

ElmCT- is the fourth of five children. The others have been 
placed out and are doing well. He was taken to an orphan asylum 
in 1910 and from there was sent to Rome, April 26, 1912. At 
that time it was stated that he had screaming spells and would 
tear up sheets or throw himself upon the floor and scream, and at 
other times was apatiietic. When be first came to Home he kept 
to himself almost entirely. He is still shy but mingles with the 
boys more now, is able to fight his own battles and hold hie own 
with lai^r boys. He has shown no indication of tantrums of any 
kind. He has bad industrial work which he learns readily, but 
has had no school work. 

He was tested December 11, 1912, when he was 5 years old and 
graded 5 mentally. October 20, 1914, he grades 7, showing that 
in the last two years he has advanced normally and has tested 
exactly up to age. 

Puzzle A and puzzle B he learned by being shown once how to 
do them. With the drinking cup he remembered the moves but it 
was not made evenly enough to hold together. 

Summary. — The fact that in the last two years the boy has 
been able to keep up to his normal mental age and that he now 
shows no signs of tantrums of any kind and that he can bold his 
own among the children, indicates that he should have the benefit 
of regular school training and of a more normal life than he can 
have in the institution. 
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No. 3 
Harold H. No. 1748. Age, 8. Mental age, 8.1. 

Harold is a pathetic looking little fellow whose bright eyes and 
alert ezpreBsion somewhat counteract the effect of the syphilitic 
soars on hia upper lip and the hole where the s^tum of the nose 
has been eaten away by the same disorder. 

His family history is one of disease and degeneracy. The 
father, who is not supposed to have been defective, became a worth- 
leas, diseased drunkard. His wife was certainly syphilitic and is 
supposed also to be mentally defective. When the family first 
came to the attention of the poor law officials there were three 
children who were removed from the parents because of their 
wretched condition. They were actively syphilitic and the feet 
and legs of the girl were a mass of raw sores. The children were 
sent to a hospital for treatment. From there the girl was sent 
to Syracuse State Institution where she still is, Harold to Rome, 
and the youngest boy to an orphan asylum where he now is, a well 
developed, lovable little fellow. 

Harold was admitted to Rome in 1910. At that time the disease 
was still active and he has been under specific treatment until 
within the last few months. He is now believed to be entirely 
cured. When he was admitted and for some time afterward he 
gave evidence of being feeble-minded, but as the disease became 
less active, he brightened up and two years ago at 6 he tested 
exactly up to age. He was again tested in 1913 when he tested to 
7, and at the present examination in October, 1914, he tested 8.1 
showing that he ha« made normal mental progress in the last three 
years although he has had practically no formal training. 

He failed with construction puzzle A, but succeeded with B 
after 3 minutes and 45 seconds, by the trial and error method. 

He failed with the drinking cup, but was able to finish when 
shovm the third move. He says he has made them out of Sunday 
school papers. 

He gave a descriptive account of the butcher shop picture 
and was not more suggestive than might be expected from a child 
of his age. 

Cancellation time, 3 minutes and 1 7 seconds. Errors, 2. Aver- 
age for a child of 8 years. 



Digitized t, Google 



Kepokt of Committke ok Idiots akh Feeblk-Hikdkd 2'j 

ilotor cooordinatiou, 54 squares. Errors, 3. 

Cannot tell time. Free drawing shows originality, action and 
detail. 

He is quick in industrial training, is bright and alert. His 
motor coordination is excellent as shown by the way in which he 
untied a difficult knot and unwrapped a large package for the 
examiner. 

Summary. — The boy test« normal by the Binet tests, is making 
normal prt^ess. He should have the benefit of every advantage 
to enable him to take his place in the world. Active syphilis 
resulted in a pseudo-feeblemindedness which has been counter- 
acted. 



No. 4 
Edward Grey B. Xo. 2188. Age, 5^- ileutal age, 4.2. 

Eddie is a chubby, brown eyed little fellow with a baby face 
and manner, and no physical abnormalities. Height, i^Yz inches. 
Weight, 44 pounds. 

His mother is in a hospital for the insane in Canada. His 
father dissolute and abusive to his wife and children. Where- 
abouts now unknown. A low grade family. 

Edward was brought to an orphan asylum January, 1912, badly 
bruised. There he was considered feeble-minded because he did 
not talk, cried moat of the time and seemed to grow worse. In 
Eome he is a favorite on the wards with his pretty baby manner, 
and demands and receives a good deal of petting. He usually 
wakes up cross and at times is very stubborn. He is clean at night 
as well as in the day time. He is quiet and bashful but uses 
complete sentences in talking. 

Mental age, December, 1913, 3 years. October, 1914, 4 years 
and 2 points. He answered all of III. In IV failed with length 
of lines, apparently not knowing the meaning of the word " long." 
Beyond IV he succeeded with counting the pennies, with repeating 
a sentence of 10 syllables and with the arathetic comparison. He 
does not care to draw which is unusual in a child. He could point 
to and count 8 pennies, but beyond that could not make big count- 
ing wait for his finger. 
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His muscular coordination is normal aa shown by the way he 
handles blocks, and his form perception good- He has some 
ability to learn as shown by the way he put the construction puzzles 
together after he had been shown how. 

Summary. — Whatever may be the final outcome as the result 
of the child's unfortunate heredity, diere seems to be no reason 
at the present time for pronouncing him anything other than 
normal, mentally and physically. 



No. 5. 
Edwards. No. 2854. Age&iV Mental age, 3.4. 

Eddie is a light haired, blue eyed, chubby little boy with pretty 
baby ways and nothing abnormal in his appearance. His head 
is well shaped, forehead narrow, ears slightly projecting. He is 
always good natured, is active and talkative and demands and 
receives a great deal of petting from his caretakers. He is now 
a clean child. 

His father is a drunkard who belongs to an alcoholic and im- 
moral family, and his mother is one of a large degenerate 
family, whose sisters are immca-al and whose 'brothers have 
prison records. >She herself is a patient in the State hospital for 
the insane for the second time and is said to be incurable. Of 
the four children in the family, one has been placed out and is 
doing well as far as known, another is in an orphan asylum and is 
considered non-placeable on account of defective mentality, a third 
is believed to be normal and Eddie, the youngest, is the subject 
of liiis report. Before he was three he was refused at an orphan 
asylum where he was taken by the Superintendent of tiie Poor, 
aa not teachable, and hence not a proper case. An attempt was 
made to place him in another orphan asylum, but there he was 
also refused as not teachable, hence he was sent to Rome. 

In December, 1913, he tested 3 years and 3 points by the 
Binet tests, and in October, 1914, 3 years and 4 points, making 
a retardation of 1 year at the presrait time. He has a vocabulary 
for common objects and a normal memory span. His descrip- 
tion of the Binet pictures was largely in the form of questions 
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as to what the man was doing, and why was he doing it. How- 
ever he saw and indicated the action in the pictures making his 
response better than that of a three-year-old child. The asking 
of questions is one of his marked characteristics. In free draw- 
ing he made no attempt to draw anything but improviBod a name 
for his Bcratdies when asked. He has a clever way of attempt- 
ing to divert the attention of his caretakers from unpleasant sub- 
jects to those more to his liking. 

iSummary. — There is nothing about the child at the present 
time that would prevent his being cared for with normal chil- 
dren and it would be fair to him to give him the opportunity of 
proving himself normal. 



No. 6 

Howard T. No. 2212. Age either 7 A or 7H- Mental 
age, 6. 

Howard is a dark eyed, pleasant faced little fellow with no 
noticeable physical defects. He is the child of a wandering, im- 
moral, feeble-minded woman and a tubercular man who died in 
1910, Since the death of her husband, she has had at least two 
illegitimate children, one of whom was born in 1912 in a 
county almshouse. She has no legal settlement and her present 
whereabouts is unknown. Two of the children have been in a 
children's home, two may be with her and one at least is be- 
lieved to be dead. Howard is the second child, the oldest was 
considered subnormal, while nothing is known of the mental 
condition of the others. 

Howard was admitted to the orphan asylum and was there 
considered decidedly feeble-minded. He would deliberately de- 
stroy play things, would go through the desks in the school room 
and take what he wanted and they felt that he was growing 
worse. 

In Rome he is found to be a quiet, clean boy with a good dis- 
position. 

In December, 1913, he tested 4.2 years while in October, 1914, 
he tested exactly to 6, showing more than a year's improvement 
in the last year and making him only 1 year retarded. 
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He was accurate with the formboard; time 34 eeooada, 32 
seconds, 46 seconds. He learned to do coDstruction puzzle A 
after being shown once. He did the cancellation test in 3 
minutes, 25 seconds, but missed a third of the sevens which he 
was cancelling. Motor coordination slow, but accurate. 

Summary. — In view of the fact that he has progressed more 
than a year moitally in the last year and shows no marked 
peculiarities or bad habits, it does not seem that any harm would 
come from his associating with normal children. He should 
have the benefit of regular scholastic work. 



No. 7 
Lnella M. No. 2281. Age, 9. Mental age, 5.8. 

Luella is one of a family of children who were brou^t to 
Kome when the family was broken up by reascsi of a jail sen- 
tence for the parents who were running a disorderly house. An 
older girl, about 12, was sent to a private reformatoty institution; 
for the other four admission was sought to an orphan asylum 
but it was refused on the ground that they were feeble-minded. 
The children, appearing much younger than they really were and 
all of the quiet, appealing type, seemed too young to consign to a 
custodial asylum. Application was again made for them at the 
same orphan asylum and again refused. Then arrangements were 
made to send them to another but when the time came one of them 
was sick, so the matter was delayed and finally dropped. 

As mentioned above, the parents have been in jail for keeping 
a disorderly house. Mother and maternal grandmother are both 
feeble-minded and prostitutes, the latter is now in the county 
almshouse. Three of the children are included in this series, 
Nos. 7, 14 and 27. A fourth who is 11 and grades 5.4 mentally 
was too feeble-minded to be considered. She is a quiet, gentle 
child with low forehead, poorly formed ears, and long, slender, 
weak hands. 

Luella shows a marked resemblance to the other children, with 
compressed temples, eyes far apart and broad nose. The ri^t 
eyelid droops. Her manner is quiet, affectionate and appealing. 
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The application for admission states that she was " stupid, un- 
cleanly and unable to leam." Now, however, she is tidy and cares 
for herself and is considered much brighter than, the other children 
in the family. 

In December, 1913, she graded 5.1 by tiie Binet teats. In 
November, 1914, she graded 6 years mentally showing a year's 
development in the last year and a retardation of but one year. 
In y she failed to repeat the sentence and to copy a drawing of a 
square. Poor coordination was also diown by her failure to count 
13 pennies although she knows how to count. In VI ^e failed 
with the definitions. In VII she succeeded only in describing the 
pictures and recognizing tie colors. She has a fairly large vo- 
cabulary. She was careful and accurate with the formboard and 
improved in each trial, time 44 seconds, 38 seconds and 28 sec- 
onds. This shows good form perception. Construction puzzle A 
^e learned to do after the second trial so that she could change 
her method. 

Summary. — Because of her progress during the last year and 
her present mental retardation of but one year, she should have 
the beneiit of all the training and stimulation possible^ There ifl 
no reason why she should not be with normal children. However, 
a child with such an unfortunate heredity should be under observa- 
tion until it is established whether or not she will develop 
normally. 



No. 8 
John H. Na 2493. Age, SA- Mental age, 7.2. 

This boy is a weak looking child, small for his age. When very 
young he had paralysis of the right side, and while this has been 
partly ontgrown, his face is asymmetrical, he has internal 
strabismus of the right eye, his nose is small and deflected to the 
right. He has corneal ulcers on both eyes and nystagmus. Vision 
defective. Palate high, a mouth breather. He has been under 
specific treatment, but it has made little change in his condition. 
The parents are not living together and their present whereabouts 
is unknown. They are both reported to be weak mentally. A 
2 
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brother is in an orphan aBylum. While John was in the orphan 
asylum, it was reported that he did not improve mentally, would 
eat filthy and decayed matter, would dig worms from the ground 
and eat them, would not keep clean the shortest time and had a 
habit of wandering in the reserved portions of the house, taking 
articles and disposing of them. As the matron was unable to 
break him of theee habits he was sent to Rome on the recommenda- 
tion of the house physician on the ground that he was not a fit 
boy to associate with the other children. 

During the year he has been at Rome, he has been found to be 
clean, quiet and obedient, but sometimes quarrelsome. He seems 
to be a boy who fits easily into the institutional routine, and makes 
little impression upon the people who are with him. 

He was given the Einet tests in December, 1913, when he 
graded to 7 years mentally. In October, 1914, he graded 7.2, 
showing little progress in the last year and a mental retardation 
of one year. During the present examination, his manner was 
quiet and while he did not enter into the games with any en- 
thusiasm, he showed some interest. He passed all of the tests for 
VI. In VII he failed to describe the pictures although he gave 
a complete enumeration of the objects in the picture. In VIII 
he knew the days of the week, and in the third trial succeeded 
with repeating five numerals. However his memory span is not 
usually adequate for 5. In IX he failed with everything except 
the months. 

Stunmary. — He is weak physically and handicapped by de- 
fective vision, both of which may have bearing upon his lack of 
spirit. He is able to learn things by rote as is shown by his 
repetition of the months, etc., but he fails to see situations as a 
whole, as shown by simply enumerating the objects in the pictures. 
Since he did not get along well in an orphan asylum, and has 
shown no especially disagreeable traits during the year he iias 
been in the State institution, it seems that he should have the 
benefit of medical supervision and of a routine, to which it is 
evident he adjusts himself easily, for some time before a final 
decision for his training shall be made. 
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No. 9 
Abraham N. No. 2492. Age, 4jV Meatal age, 3.2. 

Wtile there is no marked asymmetry of the face, the general 
appearance of this youngster is crooked and rather amusing. His 
left eye slants upward and outward and his mouth ia large and 
crooked and open part o£ the time. His eyebrows are light and 
thin, making them almost invisible. Ears large and projecting. 
Height, 41 inches. Weight 39 pounds. 

The father of the boy, who is reported to have been in good 
mental and physical condition, pays no attention to him and his 
whereabouts ia unknown. The mother is in a hospital for the 
insane. The child was sent to an orphan asylum and the following 
account is given of him while there. " This boy had a violent 
temper which would show itself several times a day without any 
cause whatsoever. At such times he would attack the (diild near* 
est to him, bite it anywhere, face, ears, arms and so on. When 
checked he would throw himself on the floor and kick and scream. 
No one could manage him but the matron. He could not be 
watched too carefully. At the most unexpected times wo\ild at- 
tack the other babies. At times, too, would march around the 
room with both bands raised and an espressionlesa staxe. When 
quiet and quit© normal, he was very pleasing and affectionate. 
Because these violent attacks became more frequent and danger- 
ous to the other children as well as to himself, for he would bit© 
his arm when he failed to get hold of the others, the doctor agreed 
it was necessary to remove him," 

At Rome there are days when he is good natured, happy and 
talkative while other days he is sullen and unresponsive. He 
does not attack the other children nor throw himself on the floor 
and kick and scream. He is cleanly. 

In December, 1913, he graded exactly 3 by the Binet testd, 
while in October, 1914, he graded 3.2 years, showing leas than a 
year's progress in the last year. He was ready to talk during 
the examination, uses complete sentences and has a good working 
vocabulary for a child of bis age. He drew wavy lines over a 
sheet of paper which he named " roDer tracks " " snakes " and 
" writing ". He appears ambidextrous aa he uses his pencil in 
his left hand but picks up things with his right. 
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Summary. — Hia unevennesa, shown, by violent attflcks of 
temper before admission, and his sullenness in Home, point to a 
nervous instability which might be detrimental to normal children. 
However, while he iB still under special care and observation ho 
should have the benefit of all the special training possible. 



No. 10 
Hiram V. No. 2218. Age, Q-A- Mental age, 7. 

Hiram is a comical appearing boy with a fat face and large 
mouth. The bridge of his nose is broad and low. His tongue is 
large and fissured. Teeth irregular. He is a quiet little fellow 
who has, nevertheless, a way of standing around and knowing 
wiiat is going on. Height, 53 inchra. Weight, 69 pounds. 

His mother, who is said to have been dull, took drugs for pur- 
pose of causing abortion ; now dead. 

Father was unable to care for child but paid his board in an 
orphan asylum. They would not keep him because he soiled his 
clothes. He was then sent to a hospital for children but they 
also refused him as not a proper case. He was sent to Kome for 
observation. He now no longer soils himself and is considered 
a good, dean boy. 

By the Binet tests December 3, 1913, be graded 6.1 and on 
October 22, 1914, he graded 7, showing a year's prc^;ress in the 
last year. In VII he failed to name the colors and to see what 
was lacking in the pictures. 

In VIII he failed to make satisfactory comparisons from 
memory, to coimt backward from 20 and to give the value o£ the 
stamps. Everything beyond VIII was a failure. 

He was accurate with the formboard, but slow. Time 22 
seconds, 23 seconds, 20 seconds. He failed with puzzle A, but 
learned after being shown onca Cancellation tests, slow but 
accurate. Motor coordination, record fair. 

With the tests he was persevering and willing to work hard, 
but was diffident and apt to underestimate his ability. 

Summary. — From the facts that he has progressed normally 
during the past year, that he is a qui^ and clean boy on the wards 
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and shows no special peculiarity, there seems to be no reason ^y 
he couJd not get along in an orphan asjliun and have the ad- 
vantages of a public sdiool education. 



No. 11. 
Richard L. No. 2100. Age, 11^. Mental age, 8.4. 

Richard is a bright faced boy with a happy expression. He 
has a decided speech defect which he is trying hard to overcome 
with some success. His mother is a respectable woman of ordinary 
intelligence. His father was scrofulous, alcoholic and so ugly 
and abusive that his wife secured a divorce. He was in jail more 
than once for intoxication. He died of pulmonary tuberculosis. 
Both of the children have been in an orphan asylum, but after- 
ward the mother removed them. The oldest boy, bom 1899, was 
sent to Syracuse School for Feeble-Minded, where he developed 
epilepsy, was sent to Craig Colony and died in a convulsion after 
an attack of typhoid fever. 

Richard was taken from orphan asylum January 8, 1909. 

Sometimes he was sweet and lovable, at other times would have 
ugly spells when his mother could not control him. He would trj 
to push her down stairs or choke her ; he would run away and be 
gone all day. His kindergarten teacher reported that he was a 
child easily excited and very tense. His speech defect was notice- 
ably worst when he was tired. He had adenoids removed Sep- 
tember 12, 1911. 

In Rome he is in the articulation class and is also having first 
grade school work. His activity and impulsiveness lead him into 
mischief which is not a discredit, and while he has an uncertain 
temper his disposition is such that he is after all a favorite with 
the officers. 

Mental age June, 1913, 8; October, 1914, 8.4, showing that he 
has progressed some in the last year. He gave careful but prompt 
responses to queetiona. Beyond VIII which he answered com- 
pletely he gave the date, the months, arranged the weights and 
answered the questions of comprehension. He could make change 
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of three centa from ten cents, but nine cents from twenty-five 
cents proved too difficult. He succeeded with both construction 
puzzles by the trial and error method, puzzle A in 2 minutes 30 
seconds, 44 moves, and B in 3 minutes 30 seconds, 38 moves. He 
proved to be suggestible. He did the cancellation test quickly and 
accurately. 

Summary.— He is a boy whose mental ability warrants formal 
training for life outside the institution. His progress in the last 
year indicates that he is a hopeful case and it seems probable that 
he may learn self control. 



No. 12 
Charles M. No. 2314. Age, 8. Mental age, 6. 

Charles is a pretty, fair-haired boy, with alert expression, high 
forehead, small mouth well fonned, and dimples in his cheeks. 
Height, ilYz inches; weight, 53 pounds. 

His father is alcoholic and criminalistic, mentality unde- 
termined. The paternal relatives are immoral and considered 
feeble-minded. His mother was sent to a reformatory at 13 on 
account of bad company. She married after two weeks' acquaint- 
ance and after her marriage consorted with other men. She has 
been guilty of petty thefts and has been an inmate of a house of 
prostitution. The maternal grandmother was also immoral and 
shiftless and the grandfather alcoholic. 

The Rome application, blank states that feeble-mindedness was 
first noticed about the time he walked. From that time he has 
had to be watched. He was sent to an orphan asylum and from 
there to a boarding home where the following report was made: 
" He takes great delight in torturing animals or seeing anyone 
hurt, especially if there is any blood. He also wishes meat so 
rare that the blood runs. He carries this so far that he will even 
prick himself for the sake of seeing blood. Of late he has shown 
a delight in fire, one morning getting up at five o'clock and 
setting fire under the bathtub. He bites and scratches, throws 
stones at old women and windows. XMien not engaged in some 
such violent amusement he sits quietly except for picking at his 
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nails and talks to no on© but himself. He does not chatter with 
other people aa children usually do and almost never smiles or 
laughs. The boarding mother states that of the two hundred chil- 
dren she and her mother have had he is bj far the most difficult and 
she feels strongly that he is mentally affected. His impulses do 
not seem to be mischievous but always malicious or vicious. It 
takes one person all his time to look after him. He went to 
summer school for a week or two; there they reported him ex- 
ceptionally bright especially when working with his hands, but he 
made such a commotion in school and fought so with the other 
children that they were not able to keep him." 

He was taken to a psychological clinic where this report was 
made : " The child is undoubtedly defective, rather abnormal 
than subnormal, as he seems to have a peculiarly alert mind but 
actively unsocial. It is difficult to give a definite diagnosis of the 
case except as saying that he seems to have ethical anesthesia, 
with no adjustment to his surroundings and generally at war 
with the world. The child has had opportunity environmentally 
speaking and the fact that his reaction is just as violent when in 
excellent surroundings and with almost unlimited attention being 
paid to him seems to indicate that tiere is a defect in the child'a 
makeup. Such a boy shows every tendency toward falling into 
the ranks of the criminally insane." 

On the basis of such reaction and the above diagnosis, Charlie 
was sent to Rome, In the institution he had no opportunity to 
torture animals or to build fires. However he does take delight 
in teasing and hurting the other children. He is mean and 
quarrelsome, swears when the caretaker is out of hearing and is 
stubborn and sullen. He is said to be improving. 

He was given the Binet tests in January, 1913, when he graded 
4.1, In October, 1914, he graded exactly 6, showing normal 
progress in the last two years but a retardation of two years. 
In V there were no failures. In VI he failed with the definitions 
and with aesthetic comparison. Beyond VI he succeeded with 
describing the pictures and naming the colors. He was accurate 
with the formboard but took 29 seconds which is about the average 
for a 6-year old child. He learned quickly one method of doing 
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constxuction puzzle A, but after the fourth trial could not change 
his method. His motor coodination is poor. 

Summary. — His improvement duriug his residence at Rome 
and hia progresa in the last two years indicate that he is not 
being injured by the life in the institution which at the same time 
provides necessary restraint. The case is one that should be left 
open for the present. 



No. 13 
John D. No. 2150. Age, 10. Mental age, 7.4. 

John is a boy with bright brown eyes, normal in size and ap- 
pearance. Height, 56 inches. Weight, 47 pounds. Ears lai^ 
and projecting. 

He is a child of an illegitimate union and was deserted by his 
parents, of whom nothing is known. 

He was in an orphan asylum from the time he was a baby until 
he was sent to Home, January 17, 1912. He was found 
obstinate, difficult to manage and showed a tendency to strike the 
other children. His mind seemed to grow more defective as he 
grew older, hence he was sent to Home. At Rome he does every- 
thing in the way of industrial work, is a leader among the boys 
at play, tries to be smart. His attendant on the ward states that 
he cannot be depended upon to do errands correctly and that when 
the children are tt^ether in the day hall, John will be by himself 
on the fire escape or in some corner. His teachers like him. 

Mental age December 11, 1912, 6 years, 2 points; mental age 
October 23, 1914, 7 years, i points. 

His only failure in YlII was in computing the value of the 
stamps, but beyond VIII was not able to answer a single question. 

His best time with the formboard was 17 seconds. There was 
some fumbling. He failed with both construction puzzles, but 
after once being shown did puzzle A the next time. He got the 
movra approximately right for the drinking cup but the folding 
was not accurate enough to hold. He gave a descriptive account 
of the butcher shop picture. He was su^estible, accepting five 
out of eight su^eetions and enlarging upon them. With the 
cancellation test he was slow but accurate. Motor coordination 
fair. 
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Simmmry-. — From bis appearance and manner he would not be 
judged feeble-minded. Mentally he has made the progress of a 
year and a half in the last two years and ia now two years re- 
tarded. However in comparison with the children in the orphan 
asylum where be was until he was 8 yeara old, he was judged 
feeble-minded. 



Kg. 14 
Herman M. No. 2283. Age, 5. Mental age, 3.1. 

Herman ia the baby of the family described under No. 7. He 
is affectionate, haa appealing baby waya, and loves petting. He 
baa a high, narrow fordiead, compressed at the temples, an un- 
evenly formed head and thick lips. He is a mouth breather; has 
highly arched palate. He has been operated upon for hernia. He 
Boils himself about every other day and wets the bed, hut ia im- 
proving in this respect. He speaka in monosyllables for the most 
part, even on the ward with the other children. 

By the Binet teat he gradea 3.1, making a retardation of two 
years. The only response to the usual Binet pictures waa " Man," 
apoken explosively. To the question whether be was a little boy 

or a little girl he replied " Herman M ," with enunciation 

which could not have been understood had the name not been 
known. He made no attempt to draw anything when given a 
pencil, simply drawing random scratches on the paper. He can 
count to five but he cannot put bis finger on each penny and 
count four pennies. 

Summary. — In view of the facts that the child is already re- 
tarded two years mentally, that hia brothera and aistera who are 
older show an increasing retardation, that his parents are mentally 
defective, it is believed that this child ia feeble-minded. 



No. 15 
Meyer L. No. 2160. Age, 14A. MemtaJ age, 12. 

Meyer is a well-developed boy of Jewish parentage with thick 
lips, large projecting ears, some facial asymmetry, white, regular 
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teeth. As far as known there is nothing significant about the 
family history. The father ia assistant foreman in a tailor 
shop. One brother is in the army. The home is fair. 

The application blank states that he was hit in the head by an 
automobile and to thia the mental defect is attributed. He was 
first sent to Bandall's Island by his parents in the hope that he 
would be cured of soiling himself. He was in and out of 
Randall's Island four tim^ in four years and was finally trans- 
ferred to Rome. He still has nocturnal enuresis although he 
says he is clean in the daytime. He ia lazy, always has his shirt 
full of books and rather than leave his reading to go to the toilet, 
he will sit and soil himself. He is too lazy to keep his clothes 
buttoned and is mean and ugly to the other patients. 

He is a good talker, and can handle large words with some 
success, hence he teats higher with the Binet tests than some of 
ike boys who are far more useful in the institution. He was 
given the Binet tests in June, 191S, when he tested 12 years. 
. Again in October, 1914, he tested 12, showing that he ia a border- 
line case with not quite ability enough to get along. 

He answered all of XI. In XII he failed with the repetition 
of the sentence and to the problem of hanging from a limb, he 
answered "A nest, Uie last time I said it waa a body and they 
laughed, so I think it was a nest." Beyond XII he gave the 
antonyms, interpretation of the pictures and the differences be- 
tween a president and a king. 

He did the formboard in 12 seconds showing good form percep- 
tion and normal coordination of the coarser muscles. His work 
with the motor coordination test shows that the coordination of 
the finer movements is not so good, he tapped only 51 squares in 
30 seconds. He succeeded with both construction puzzles and 
with folding a drinking cup ; although the latter lacked in neat- 
ness. He gave a good descriptive account of the butcher shop 
picture and was not suggestible. With the apperception puzzle 
he made 2 errors, these not very significant. 

Summary. — On the basis of purely mental ability, he may be 
considered a border-line case. However, his laziness, meanness 
and uncleanlineas disqualify him for life outside an institution. 
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No. 16 
Harold E. No. 2178. Age, 8iV Mental age, 5.1. 

Harold is a bright-faced, affectionate little fellow, very acdve 
and dietractible with a high, narrow forehead and a nose broad 
at the base. His second teeth have already begun to decay. H« 
is the child of an illegitimate union, but tiie mother is not con- 
sidered defective, nor hopelessly bad. By ber first husband sb© 
had three children, then she had Harold. She haa since married 
again, has a good homo and her three children with her, but her 
husband does not know about Harold. Nothing is known of the 
father, further than bis name. 

Tbe maternal grandfather refused to keep the child so he was 
sent to an orphan asylum. From there be was placed in a home. 
The family considered him a lovable child but after a year re- 
turned him as he was so restless and climbed so continually that 
they could not keep him. For tbe same reason tbe orphan asylum 
found him bard to care for. He was sent to Rome for observa- 
tion March 9, 1912, and he was considered feeble-minded and 
allowed to remain. The application blank stated that be was 
cleanly, mischievous, showed very slow development and was 
unable to concentrate on anything for any length of time. 

January 22, 1913, by tbe Binet tests he graded 4,2. October 
23, 1914, he graded 5.1 mentally showing progress during the 
last year and nine months but he is 3 years retarded. In V he 
failed to copy the square. In VT he failed with everything ex- 
cept to distinguish between morning and afternoon. In VII he 
succeeded with the pictures and with the colors. Although he 
can count he could not coordinate his pointing with his counting. 
With the formboard he did not improve with successive trials 
and showed more confusion the last time than the first. Time 
37 seconds, 40 seconds, 43 seconds which is slow. Construction 
puzzle A was used as a learning test, and it was the fifth trial 
before be learned to distinguish between the two long blocks. 
Motor coordination poor. During the examination he went for 
one magazine after another, explored the room and did not keep 
his attention on anything for any length of time. 

Summary. — The child has been tried in a family home and 
failed on account of the distractibility that is tbe noticeable 



Digitized t, Google 



44 State Board of Chabities 

mental trait he now has. Mental development is still going on, 
but at the age of S 9/12 years lie is 3 years retarded. 



Na 17 

Walter H. No. 2027. Age, 8. Mental age, 5.1. 

Walter is a slender, brown eyed boy with a slight astigmatism 
and a shifting glance. Left banded, mouth breather. No ab- 
normality. Height, 49 inches. Weight, 47 pounds. 

He is the oldest of six children. His mother was married 
whwi very young and would not stay in with the children. Her 
husband deserted her repeatedly and she supported herself by 
working in restaurants. Her present whereabouts is unknown 
but she is supposed to have gone oil with a worthless man. 

The father is a chauffeur and repairs automobiles. Has said 
that he did not like his wife and for that reason did not like the 
children. Has been abusive to her, on one occasion a kick from 
him brought on a miscarriage. He is said to go about with other 
women. Two of the children have been adopted. The baby 13 
said to have had a " sore mouth," her mouth and lips being 
covered with sores. 

The family has had help from the city and the children have 
received hospital treatment on several occasions. 

Walter was judged feeble-minded because he could not he 
taught that he should not set the house on fire or run away from 
home. This was significant because he was under the care of 
a sensible woman who was interested in the boy's mother. On 
the wards at Kome he is one of the meanest little fellows who 
does his best to annoy the others. Quarrelsome and stubborn. 

He was tested October 25, 1912, and graded 4 years and 2 
points mentally. He was again tested October 29, 1914, and 
graded 5 years and 1 point, showing less than a year's develop- 
ment in the last 2 years. He is distracti'ble, his attention 
wandering fr<Mn one thing to another. 

In V he failed to compare the weights and to copy the square. 
In VI failed with everything but the definitions and to distin- 
guish morning from afternoon. Everything beyond was a 
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failure. Ee was able to coordinate his pointing with his count- 
ing but did not know how to count beyraid 12. 

He did the formboard with a fair degree of accuracy but was 
slow. 

Summary. — He is a distractible little feeble-minded fellow 
who is getting more and more behind the standard for his years. 



No. 18 
Douglas T. No. 1764. Age, 10 t^. Mental age, 1.1. 

IXinglas is a freckled, happy looking boy with bine eyes, light 
hair and large, projecting ears. He is a mouth breather. There 
is a hollow across the back of his bead. 

He is the child of an illegitimate union, the mother being a 
feeWe^nded and decidedly immoral woman whose preswit 
whereabouts is unknown. As a baby he was cared for in a hospital 
for babies, then transferred to an orphan asylum and from there 
to Borne, with the record that he had always been deficient, was 
very destructive, knocked down younger children, ate worms or 
dirt or anything at hand, had a silJy grin and was gluttonous. 

His habits are now cleanly (October, 1914). He is active 
enough to be constantly getting into mischief and is sometimes 
noisy. 

Mental age December, 1913, 7. In October, 1914, 7.1, show- 
ing that he is making little progress, and at the present time there 
is three years' retardation. 

With the Binet tests he answered all of VI ; in VII he failed 
to see what was lacking in the pictures and to copy the diamond, 
and beyond VII succeeded only with the days of the week, the 
weights and repetition of five numerals. 

He was slow but accurate with the formboard, showing good 
form perception. He failed with the construction puzzle A, but 
after being once shown, did it the second and third time. He 
gave a descriptive account of Uie butcher shop picture aa might 
be expected from a child of his age and accepted and enlarged 
upon each suggestion. In the cancellation test lie was alow but 
accurate. Motor coordination good. 
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Summary, — The boy ia feeble-minded, is retarded three years 
mentally, and baa made no progress in the last year. He baa a 
good disposition and shows no marked peculiarities. 



Xo. 19 
Harold T. No. 1817. Age 9 i%. Mental age, 6.3. 

He ia a weak, lifeless-looking boy, and when the other youagsters 
are clamoring for attention or to sbow tbeir work he aits quietly 
aside, not seeming to care. He Js a moutb breather, bis palate is 
rather narrow in front. Head narrow and slants toward the top, 
forehead narrow and high. Jaw pointed. He is left handed. 

The meager family history which can be obtained of this boy 
is that bia parents, wbo are dead, were both below par, that the 
whole family is more or less degenerate, and that a feeble-minded 
cousin ia in a county almshouse. The boy was one of twins. They 
were both committed to an orphan asylum which refused tbem 
because they could not walk or talk, so they were sent to the alms- 
house until further disposition could be made. One of them died 
and the other, Harold, was sent to another orphan asylum July 
31, 1908, and discharged to Rome September 20, 1910, upon the 
recommendation of the superintendent. His application blank 
states: " Very destructive and irritable and breaks everything he 
can. Night habits are bad. Sullen, never holds his head up. 
Doesn't respond to questions or efforts made by teacher or 
attendants." 

In Eome he is described as clean, quarrelsome and stubborn. 
In December, 1913, bis mental age was given as 7, and in the 
examination of October, 1914, be reached the grade of 6 years and 
three points, showing that be has made no progress within the last 
year and is now three years retarded. 

In V he answered all questions ; in VI all but the definitions. 
In VII he failed to copy the diamond and to see what was 
lacking in the pictures. In VIII he succeeded only in repeating 
five numerals and could do nothing beyond that. In repeat- 
ing the days of the week be did not know when to atop, but kept 
on going until be had repeated tbem several times. With both of 
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the construction puzzles, after being helped the first time, he was 
able to do them promptly the second time. 

Summary. — He is three years retarded by the Binet tests, has 
not progressed in the last year and comes from a degenerate family. 
His future does not seem favorable. 



No. 20. 
Walter T. No. 1778. Age, 9 A years. Mental age, 6.1. 

Walter is a dark skinned, freckled boy, with nothing distinctive 
about his appearance. His eyes are grey, bridge of nose rather 
broad. He is a mouth breather. Darwinian tubercle on right 
ear. 

He is the child of an lU^timate union. His mother, who is 
stated to have been feeble-minded, has been lost track of. He was 
surrendered by his mother to the county poor officials. He was 
tried in several family homes, but proved unsatisfactory, was sent 
to a hospital for observation and was pronounced feeble-minded. 
He was sent to Rome with the record " Physical condition good; 
feeble-minded from birth; not destructive; cannot remember the 
place he leaves his clothes over night; habits cleanly; cries fre- 
quently for no reason whatever," 

In Rome he is a clean hoy, sometimes mischievous, also stub- 
bom and quarrelsome. His mental age December, 1913, was 6.4 
and in October, 1914, 6.1, showing no progress during the year 
and making hia retardation 3 years. In the Binet teats in V he 
failed with the triangles which make an oblong. In VI he failed 
to define even by use. In VII he failed to copy the diamond and 
to name the colors, and beyond VII he could do nothing, although 
he is nine years old. 

With the formboard he was alow but accurate, best time in 
three trials 20 seconds. Construction puzzle A he learned to do 
after once being shown. Puzzle B did once after being shown 
but not the second time. He was very slow but was accurate 
with the cancellation test. Motor coordination good. 

Summary. — In view of his lack of prioress in the last year 
and his present retardation of three years he may be considered 
feeble-minded. 
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No. 21 
Harry S. No. 2205. Age, 8. Mental age, 5.1. 

A frail little fellow with a thin, colorleBS face, pinched nose 
and projecting ears. He is 6 pounds under weight and 3 inches 
under height,* 

The father who is dead, is reported to have been feeble-minded 
and alcoholic. The mother has been in a reformatory for women 
and conditions in the home were very bad. She has since gone to 
Chicago, taking her other two childrem with her. The children 
have all been in an orphan asylum. 

Harry has had rachitis and later scarlet fever and diphtheria at 
&e same time. He has been in two orphan asylums and was sent 
to a large city hospital for observation before being pronounced 
feeble-minded. It is reported that he was never all ri^t, that on 
admission he was irritable, destructive and uncleanly. In Bcane 
he is quiet, plays by himself most of the time and at times is 
sullen. Sometimes wets the bed. 

In June, 1913, his mental age was 4.3 and in October, 1914 
he tested 5.1, showing lees than a year's improvement and a re- 
tardation of 3 years. In size, appearance and mental develop- 
ment he is much like a weak child of five years. 

He shows a tendency to echolalia. He sat quietly and passively 
waiting for the examiner, exhibiting little curiowty and no 
initiative. 

Beyond the fourth year group he copied the square but not ihe 
diamond, counted 4 pennies but not 13, placed the triangles to 
Toake the oblong, recc^nized the colors and showed his right hand 
and left ear. He could not do anything in VIII, his correct age 
group. His free drawing was most unimaginative. 

Summary. — Three years mental retardation, slow prc^esa 
during the last year, weak constitution, subject to disease, general 
passivity and bad heredity indicate the need of permanent pro- 
tection and cara 



* Based upon Smedle^'a tables. 



v Google 



RBroHT OF Committee on Idiots and Feeble-Minded 49 

No. 22 
Harold G. No. 1685. Age, 9^. Mental age, 6.4. 

Harold is one of the uufortunate ones who are sent from one 
institution to anoUiar until they reach the Custodial Aa^'ltun. 

He is tall for hia age and slender, his rather small head is flat 
in the back and in front slants back to the crown. His forehead 
is low and narrow. Hia ears are slightly projecting. His eyee 
and hair are black, hia eyes are bright and dart frcan one thing to 
another. Height, 57^ inches. Weight, 67 pounds. 

He is probably an illegitimate child. His mother has been lost 
to sight and pays no attention to the boy. He must have been 
very young when he was sent to his first institution for he was 
admitted to the second at one year, to the third the next year 
where he remained two years before he was sent to Eome in 1909. 
There is no record of the child further than dates of admission 
and discharge. His record on admission to Rome was that be 
was " stiff and awkward, especially in the legs, irritable, quarrel- 
some and destructive. Personal habits fairly good in the daytime 
but uncleanly at night. Idiotic expression, gluttonous appetite, 
almost continual motion, speaks only a few words, those poorly 
articulated." 

At Rome he is a favorite with his teachers for he is alert and 
active, can do errands, and is considered bright on that acconnt. 
He is mischievous and plays like a younger child. He has had 
training in color and form and can outline nicely. Habits are now 
cleanly. In the four years he has been in Rome he has diown 
almost no change. 

Mental age, December, 1913, 6.2. In October, 1914, 6.4, 
showing that be has made only about half a year's progress in the 
last year and making his retardation practically three years. 

He did all of the VI group, failed in VII in copying the dia- 
mond and In seeing what was lacking in the pictures. Made 
satisfactory comparisons in VIII but b^ond that could do 
nothing. 

He succeeded with construction puzzle A, with puzzle B he was 
shown the first time, was not able to do it without help the second 
time, succeeded the third time hut not the fourth and succeeded 
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the fifth after Beveral trials, showing that he did not leam the 
problems quickly. 

He was slew in the cancellation test, 3 minutes 30 seconds, and 
made 9 errors, which is unuaually high. 

He is doing first grade work in school, can make the numerals 
and his teacher states that sometimes he can count to 50 and other 
times only to 25. 

Simmiary. — While alert and amusing, with some indications of 
further mental development, it is probable that if he were given 
an opportunity he would join the rants of the defective de- 
linquent classes. He is certainly feeble-minded. 



No. 23 
Gladys B. No. 2548. Age 9. Mental age, 6.1. 

Gladys is a talkative, affectionate, irrepressible youngster, with 
straight brown hair, blue eyes, the right one crossed, large ears, 
stubby hands and a winning smile. 

The child's mother was a feeble-minded girl, an institutional 
case, at present in Newark, who was the victim of a fellow who 
had been in Rochester State Industrial School and who left the 
community before the condition of the girl became known. The 
child was turned over to a placing out agency which boarded her 
in a good home. Gladys believes that these are her parents and 
speaks affectionately of them. As the child grew it became evi- 
dent that she was mentally defective, hence ^e was sent to Eome. 
There she is a good child who can dress and care for herself. She 
is a good bluffer and tries in that way to make up for what she 
does not know. For example, she said she could write and when 
given a pencil made a line of characters that might well have been 
writing except that they were not. 

She was given the Binet tests in December, 1913, when she 
graded 5 years. In November, 1914, she graded 6.1 years, show- 
ing one year's progress in the last year but keeping her retardation 
three years. The tests show an even development as far as she 
has gone. She answered all of V. In VI she failed only with the 
three simultaneous commands. In her eagerness to do something 
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the forgot what the third one was. Beyond YI she gave a good, 
complete description of the pictures and named the colors. It is 
significant that a child of 9 years does not have sufficient control 
to point to and count 13 peonies or to make a satisfactory copy 
of a diamond. She was especially slow with the formboard. Time 
in three trials 2 minutes and 10 seconds, 1 minute and 22 seconds, 
and 1 minute. She tried a block in one place after another until 
she found a place it would £t. 

It was probably by chauce that she put construction puzzle A 
together the first time, for in the third and fourth trials beginning 
with a different block she had trouble. After the fourth trial she 
had learned it so that she could begin with any block. She fin- 
ished the cancellation test to her own satisfaction in 2 minutes and 
15 seconds, whidi should have been ample time to complete it, but 
she had left nearly half of the T's uncrossed. In the motor coordi- 
nation test, the first time she was slow but accurate, the second time 
she hit at random. 

Summary. — A feeble-minded child who has already been tried 
in a good home. Form perception and muscular control poor. 
She is able to make a good impression upon people with her ready 
smile and affectionate manner. It is probable that she is capable 
of still further mental development as she is but 9 years of age 
and has developed in the last year. 



No. 24 
Fred S. No. 2183. Age 12 years. Mental age, 8.4. 

Fred is a spry, alert little fellow, small for his age, with a face 
which wrinkles when he smiles. His teeth were just beginning 
to come in in 1910 and he now has two incisors of the permanent 
set with a canine of the milk set on each side, then a vacant space 
before the molars begin. He has a large tonglie which is fissured, 
and has enlarged papillae. His joints are crooked from the effects 
of rachitis. 

Nothing is known of the family history other than the given 
names of the parents. He came under the care of the superin- 
tendent of poor of his county June 6, 1907, when he was com- 
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nutted to a hospital to have his limba straightened. Since tiiat 
time uothtiig has been beard of the parente. 

He waa operated upon several times to have his limba 
straightened and he was kept there until they cooH do no mora 
for him. He was then transferred to an orphan asylum on June 8, 
1910, and on June 24, 1910, was given to the Children's Aid 
Society to be placed out, but was returned October 5, 1910, as not 
placeabla February 23, 1912, the superintendent asked to have 
the child removed from the orphan asylum to an institution for 
the feeble-minded. Thus the first diagnosis of feeble-mindedness 
was made after two years' observation in an orphan asylum in 
comparison with other children. The admission blank states that 
" be is developing violent outbursts of passion during which he is 
extremely destructive. He is unable to do first grade work." 

In Rome he is good on the wards, has learned to play l^e piaso 
readily. Wets the bed onoe in e while. 

In December, 1913, by the Einet teets he graded 8,3 while in 
October, 1914, he graded 8.4, This makes a retardation of three 
years and one point and practically no progress in a year. He is 
talkative, eager for attention and for praise. He entered into 
all of the tests and games with spirit and looked for more. How- 
ever he could answer only one question in the X year group, that 
of the design and in IX failed to give satisfactory definitions and 
to make change. 

He did both construction puzzles by the trial and error method 
and succeeded with A but not with B. He followed the five 
directions for making the drinking cup. With the butcher shop 
picture he gave an enumerative account and proved to be very 
suggestible as might be expected from a child with an ei^t-year 
mentality. With the cancellation test he was slow but accurate 
and his record with the motor coordination test was fair. 

Summary. — Fred is a boy who can be readily trained as shown 
by his good work with the piano and his ability to follow direc- 
tions. However, his mental ability is not increasing and there 
seems little probability that he will go beyond the nine-year level. 
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No. 35 
Harold C. No. 2110. Age 17 A- Mental age, 10.2. 

A tall, well-developed boy with a high, efFeminate voice and fair 
complexion. A malformation of the genital organs. He ia said 
to be the result of incestuous relations between his mother and her 
father who has been a patient at a State hospital for the insane. 
He was sent to an orphan asylum when about two years old and 
was there until he was thirteen, when he was placed in a family 
home on a farm. It was found that he tried to entice little girls 
off with him BO he was returned to the orphan asyliun. He was 
examined by two physicians, both of whom considered him abnor- 
mal physically and mentally, hence he was sent to Kome with the 
statement that he had peculiar sexual tendencies, was fond of 
pretty things, not inclined to finish a piece of work. 

At Home he has been considered a border-line case with special 
ability for manual wort. He carves wood nicely, is a good 
worker and helps in the printing office. He is bright and ambitious 
but silly and childish in speech and is untruthful. He is very neat 
and effeminate in his ways and will spend his money for powder 
and paint for his face. He is superficial, will talk con- 
tinually going from one subject to another, displaying the smatter- 
ing of knowledge that he has. It is said that he has to be watched 
lest he abuse younger boys. 

Since he has recently been the subject of intensive psychological 
study the alternate questions of the Binet testa were used. It waa 
found however that he remembered little of the original questions. 

Mental age June, 1013, was 11. According to the scoring of 
the present examination, October, 1914, he graded 10.2, while 
September, 1914, he graded 10,1 by another examiner. 

In X he failed with the pieces of money which ia not surpris- 
ing, since he has lived largely in institutions. He also failed 
with the three words in a sentence, giving an involved sentence 
which did not contain one of the given words. In SI he failed 
with the questions of absurdity and the three words in a sentence. 

In XII he failed in everything except the problems. He failed 
with everything beyond. His answer to the differences between a 
president and a king is tyjucal of his conversation. "A king rules 
two or three lands, a president one country like ours. They wear 
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crowns, gold, aren't they, have a stick they carry in their hands 
and dress in swell garments. A queen is like them, they have 
a throne. A president has a capitol where he lives, like Wilson 
lives in the White House. They get out and live somewhere else. 
All his daughters are married aren't they ? A lot of people were 
worried when his wife died. I've got a piece about it in my 
Bible." 

His record with the formboard was accurate. Time, fifteen 
seconds, which may be considered normal. 

He succeeded with both construction puzzles quickly. His work 
with the apperception puzzle showed prompt and clear reasoning. 
In the cancellation test he was quick and accurate. Time one 
minute and thirty seconds. Errors, one. Motor coordination 
good. He lacks appreciation of the relative values of numbers- 
Summary, — A boy with a superficial mind whose sex tendencies 
are such that there would be a grave danger if he were at large, 
but who has proven himself to be useful in the institution. 



N"o. 26 
Charles E. No. 1753. Age, 6H- Mental age, 3.2. 

The dull expression, broad set eyes, unusually malformed head 
with bosses and hollows, and defective speech make diagnosis of 
feeble-mindedness by inspection an easy matter with this child 
which is emphatically confirmed by more careful examination. 
His ears are small and are set low on the head, his nose has a 
broad base, palate is narrow and high and the jaw receding. 
Mouth breather. His father, who is from a respectable family, 
is one of the worst drunks in the city in which he lives and as he 
has to be supported and cared for in some way, is sentenced to the 
jail again and again. On a drunken spree he told his friends he 
was going to get married and finding a girl on the street comer 
who was willing, he did so. They have lived together part of the 
time since, but his long and frequent vacations in jail and her 
stays in the city almshouse break into their family life. She is 
feeble-minded, the type of woman who will do fairly well some 
days under supervision, then other days have no idea what she 
should do. Her mistress furnishes her with a nickel when she 
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wants to go downtown, with permission to go to a moving picture 
show, and the girl does not resent it or espect to have the money 
she earns. The mother's father was one of the fast set when he 
WEB yoimg and is now spending the end of his life at the alms- 
house, a cripple and a pauper. 

Charlie was sent to the children's home, but proved himself so 
troublesome and abnormal that he was sent to Rome. His ward 
record at Kome is that he is stupid and mischievous, and is not 
clean at night. 

He was examined in December, 1913, when his mental age 
was three years and two points. In October, 1914, he graded 
exactly the same showing that he has made no progress in the last 
year and is now retarded three years. He is very distraetible, even 
the pictures did not hold his attention during the examination, and 
his main idea was that h© wanted everything he saw. He cried 
when he left because he could not have all of the pennies instead 
o£ the one he was given. His vocabulary is limited but he knows 
the names of common objects. His reBponse to what he saw in 
the pictures was " Han " varied by " Woman " in one of them. 
He did not repeat even the short sentences, echoing only the last 
word, and he can repeat only two disconnected numerals. When 
given a pencil be made no attempt to draw anything but marks, 
although he is nearly seven years old. 

Summary. — Although the child is only seven years old, he is 
unquestionably feeble-minded and a proper subject for permanent 
custodial care. 



Stillman M. No. 3284. Age, 9. Mental age, 5.3. 

Stillman is one of the family described under No. 7. He is the 
most retarded of the three. He is a childish, quiet boy with defec- 
tive speech, weak, trembling hands and narrow forehead. At nine 
years his permanent teeth are just appearing. Height, 50 inches. 
Weight, 56 pounds. 

The Home application blank states that he had a morbid habit 
of spitting, that he wet bis clothes and bed and was stupid and 
unable to learn. In Rome he still occasionally soils his clothes in 
the day time and wets the bed, otherwise he is not troublesome. 
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Hb was givea the Binet teaU January 30, 1913, when he graded 
4.3 and now in October, 1914, he grades 5.3, showing one year'a 
progress in the last twenty-one months. In IV he failed to com- 
pare the linee ; in Y he failed with the repetition of t^e aentenee 
and also failed to count four pennies. There were no failures in 
VI, In VII he described t^e pictures and named the colora. His 
best time with the formboard was thirty-five seconds which is abw 
for a nine-yearold boy. Puzzle A be learned to do after the third 
trial. He could not do the cancellation test as he did not recogniie 
numerals. With the motor coordination t^t he ahowed poor 
control, hitting the same square many times and missing whole 
lin^. 

Summary.-— By reason of mental retardation, slow develop- 
ment, lack of cleanliness and control and poor heredity, it is appar- 
ent that this boy is a proper custodial case. 



No. 28 
Eva C. No. 1725. Age, 10i\. Mental age, 6.2. 

Eva is a weak appearing, undersized child with a head which is 
broad at the back and slants forward forming a narrow, pointed 
face. Ears large, palate highly arched, tongue with enlarged 
papillae. 

She is from a degenerate family. In 1906 the children were 
removed from the home by the Humane Society and put in an 
orphan asylum. At that time the living conditions were said to be 
indescribably bad. The family was broken up but in 1910 the 
parents were again living together in the same way and having 
more children. Of the five children, Eva is in Home and the other 
four are inmates of the Syracuse State School for Feeble-minded 
Children. Both parents are feeblfr-minded and degenerate. Ths 
mother has been in a county almshouse. Triplets who later died, 
were bom in 1906. 

In Home Eva has developed into a quiet, tidy child who can 
dress and care for herself. She was given the Binet teats in 
December, 1913, when she graded 4,3. In October, 1914, she 
graded 6,2, showing progress in the last year, but still a retarda- 
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tion of four years. She answered all of V. In VI ebe failed to 
execute three simultaneous commands forgetting one of them. In 
VII she succeeded only wiUi naming the colors and counting the 
pennies. In VIII she named the days of the week. 

She was slow but fairly accurate with the fonnboard and im- 
proved with Bucceesive trials, time 42 seconds, 40 seconds, 20 
eeconds. She learned how to do construction puzzle A after being 
directed once and knew how well enough to begin with any block 
uid finish it. 

■Summary. — Eva is a feeble-minded girl from a degenerate, un- 
desirable family, and while she is still making some progress 
mentally, she is too far behind to make the outlook favorable. Her 
training should be such as to fit her for a useful, happy institu- 
tional career. 



No. 29 
Ealphl. No. 1832. Age, 8 ^i- Mental age, 4.2. 

The noticeable feature of Balph's appearance is the shape of his 
head which is unusually high and narrow above the ears, with a 
hi^, narrow forehead. Otherwise there are no marked physical 
defects. He is one of twins, the other one having been adopted. 

There were in all seven children, one has been placed out and 
is doing well, another has been placed out and is considered slow. 
Four of the children were put in an orphan asylum when Ralph 
was two years old, the occasion being that the father deserted the 
family. He drinks badly, is said to be going with other women 
and has been in jail for stealing chickens. He is a good worker, 
but unreliable. The mother is considered defective and has had 
fits which were possibly epileptic. 

Ealph was slow in learning to talk, it was difficult to hold hia 
attention and he could not be taught not to strike the other chil- 
dren. He was four when admitted to Rome. 

On the ward at Rome he is one of the meanest of the children, 
quarrelsome and destructive. 

His mental age December 16, 1912, was 3.3, and October 27, 
1914, he graded 4.4, showing about one year's progress in two 
years, and half the mentality that a child of his age should have. 
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He answered f o»ir questions beyond the fourth year group ; those 
were comparing the weights, counting four pennies, showing the 
right hand and left ear, and three siiuultaneoua commands. His 
work with the fonuboard was the poorest of any in the group. 
He showed almost no form perception for the first two trials, trying 
a block in one place after another ; the third and fourth times he 
showed a decided improvement. He learned puzzle A after being 
shown four times. iMotor coordination test poor. 

Summary. — The boy is passing over the period of rapid develop- 
ment and is gaining only half of what he should. At eight years 
he is already four years behind. His mental limitations are 
marked. 



No. 30 
Carlton W. No. 2745. Age, 9. Mental age, 5.2. 

Carlton is a dark-haired boy with a straight, low forehead, small 
grey eyes, rather far apart, ears small and thick, the left one 
smaller, his second incisors just coming in, a fissured tongue and 
trembling hands. 

Hie mother is in a State hospital for the insane, the whole 
family is said to be " queer acting " and one of her brothers " has 
always been called a fool." 

The father of the boy is thought to be tubercular. He is being 
boarded at the expense of the county with his sister. There are 
three children in the family ; of these the oldest, a girl of twenty, 
is at Rome as she was not useful enough doing housework to pay 
for her board. Carlton is the second, and the youngest is beisg 
boarded with her aunt. Hence the whole family is being eared 
for at public expense. 

After the home was broken up he was cared for by relatives for 
a time, then taken to an orphan asylum. He was refused there, 
and sent to Rome with the record that mental defect was noticed 
at one year. On the wards be is not considered one of the brighter 
boys. 

The Einet testa given December 3, 1913, showed a mental age 
of 4.4 years, while by the one given October, 1914, he graded 5,2, 
showing less than a year's progress in the last year and showing a 
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mental retardation of four years. When a nine-year-old boy makes 
simply a wavy line in the attempt to draw a square and cannot 
count and point above four, and when he cannot execute three 
simultaneous commands such as a child of six does with ease, there 
seems little doubt that his retardation is independent of surround- 
ings or lack of training. 

The tests show that his form perception is good but his motor 
co-ordination is poor. 

Summary, — The boy is feeble-minded ; at nine he is four years 
retarded and his mental development is proceeding slowly when he 
is at the period of normal rapid growth. 



Abraham V. No. 2055. Age, 10. Mental age, 6. 

A frail, freckled faced little boy with dark streaks under his 
eyes, large projecting ears, small nose, high palate, corroded 
teeth, mouth breather. He succumbs easily to disease, and wets 
his bed once or twice during the night His speech is so de- 
fective as to be understood with difficulty. Height 52 inches. 
Weight 62 pounds. 

He is the third generation of public charges. The paternal 
grandfather, whose mind had greatly deteriorated as the result of 
extreme alcoholism, died in the almshouse in 1913. The brothera 
and sisters of the grandfather were respected people and his wife 
is buried in the Quaker cemetery. Of his three sons, however, 
two are good-for-nothing alcoholics. One of these, the father of 
Aby, lives in a wretched ho\'el, his wife is dirty, coarse, illiterate 
and semi-intelligent and " if she were not as bad as he, she could 
not stand it to live there." Their four children were removed 
on the charge of improper guardianship and boarded at public 
expense. Aby being considered feeble-minded was sent to Rome, 
with the record " he is dangerous because he has thrown knives 
and scissors at his brothers, is also destructive, ha'bits uncleanly. 
Has grown worse since he was struck 'by an automobile 3 years 
ago (1908)." As stated above, in Kome he has shown himself 
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to be a weak, quiet little fellow who could hardly be considered 
" dangeroua." 

In December, 1913, he graded 6.4 years mentally while in 
October, 1914, he graded to 6, showing that he ia not mBlriTig 
prepress and at present is retarded 4 years. 

He anawered all of V. In VI he was mistaken about the 
right hand and left ear. In VII he succeeded only with the 
pictures. He could not keep his pointing and his eonatiug to- 
gether, failed completely with the diamond. Everything beyond 
describing the picture was a failure. 

He was slow but accurate with the formboard, looking for the 
block to fit the spaces and filling the spaces syatematically. 

With puzzle A he stumbled upon the method in the first trial 
and each time after did it exactly the same way. Puzzle E he 
learned after the first trial. Cancellation 6 minutes 10 seconds. 
Errors 4, This is alow. Motor coordination fair. 

Summary. — He is one of the weak ones, physically and men- 
tally, whose existence depends upon the good care and regular 
life of the institution. His is the type of mind which adapts 
itself automatically to routine. 



No. 32 
Matthew H. ^o. 1742. Age, 11t\- Mental age, 7. 

Matt ia a boy with dark skin, black hair, brown bloodshot eyee, 
a long, narrow, asymmetrical face, pointed jaw, large mouth with 
thick lips, projecting ears, separated teeth. 

The family history obtained is that he, with his three brothera, 
was brought to an orphan asylum in a deplorable condition after 
the mother died of tuberculosis. The other children were placed 
in good homes and have done well as far as known. The father, 
a laborer and alcoholic, returned to his home in Pennsylvania 
after he was relieved of his children and nothing has been heard 
from him since. The paternal relatives are said to be illiterate 
and feeble-minded. The admission blank stated " Peculiarity 
noticed in babyhood, supposed cause heredity." Physical condi- 
tion weak. Habits filthy at times. 
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He ha» had some of the simple industrial training at Bmoe. 
On the wards he is not classed with the brighter boys. Soils bed 
and trousers occasionally. Has times when he appears duller 
than others, and sometimes steals. 

On October 26, 1912, his mental age was 7. In October, 
1914, the same, showing no improvement and two years' greater 
retardaticm. He answered all of the VI group. In VII he 
failed to copy the diamond but this was made up by the days of 
the week in VIII so that he graded exactly 7. 

His work with some of the other testa was an improvement 
upon this. His heet time with the formboard was 17 seconds, 
done with a fair d^ree of accuracy. He did not succeed with 
ctmstniction puzzle A, but after being shown was able to do it 
the third time. He followed the five directions necessary to 
make the drinking cup and made it neatly. The cancellation 
test he did in fair time with only two errors. These all show 
that he is trainable in industrial work. However his reasoning 
was not sufficiently good to enable him to succeed with the ap- 
perception puzzle even when the correct pictures were chosen for 
him. 

Summary. — He ia certainly feeble-minded. At 11^ has the 
intelligence of a boy of 7 years but has slightly better fonn per- 
ception and motor coordination than might be expected from a 
boy of his mental age, which indicates that he is capable of a con- 
siderable amount of training. 



Ko. 83 

Lester H. No. 1638. Age, 10. Mental age, 5.2. 

Lester first came to the attention of the poor law officials 
when the whole family became dependent by reason of tiie sap- 
posedly incurable illness of the father. The parents were re- 
moved to the county almshouse and the children to an orphan 
asylum. The mother was feeble-minded, hence was sent to 
Newark State Custodial Asylum. The mjDther's sister is also at 
Newark as a patient. The father, while of no great intelligence, 
was not ctmsidered defective and when relieved of the burden 
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of his feeble-minded wife and his children, recovered and as 
far as known has been able to maintain himself. All three 
children were sent to an orphan asylum but the asylum authori- 
ties refused to keep Lester, and sent him to Rome with the 
record " Speech defective. Passionate, uncleanly. Practices 
self-abuse continually. Is a glutton, eats dirt, etc." In Kome 
he is clean daytimes but s<Hnetimes wets the bed at night. He 
is easily disturbed and quarrelsome. 

On December 13, 1912, he was given the Binet testa when he 
graded 4.1 mentally. October 27, 1914, he graded 5.2 showing 
an improvement of 1 year in the last two years. He is now re- 
tarded 5 years mentally. In V he failed in the repetition of 
the sentence and failed with everything beyond V except the 
definitions, aesthetic comparisons and the colors. 

He was accurate hut slow with the formboard but improved 
each trial, 57 seconds, 40 seconds, 35 seconds. 

He learned construction puzzle A after being helped the 
fourth time (a 10-year-old boy should do this without help). In 
the motor coordination test he lost control and hit at random. 

Summary. — He is a boy whose heredity, present mental re- 
tardation of 6 years at the age of 10 and very slow progress, 
mark him as a permanent custodial case. 



No. 34 
Thomas K. No. 2322. Age, 11. Mental age, 6. 

Thomas is a sturdy boy with a straight, narrow forehead, 
large blue eyes, very near sighted ; he has a flat nose and a 
lai^ mouth which is usually open and sore at the comers from 
keeping his tongue out. 

His family history is not known. He was admitted to Ran- 
dall's Island, May 6, 1912, age 9 years. The diagnosis of feeble- 
mindedness was made there and be was transferred to Rome, 
October 17, 1912. In Rome he is quiet on the ward and obedi- 
ent, but is mischievous. He is " the fighter of the bunch " and 
all of the boys are afraid of him and mind him. He is not 
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dean at night. He was transferred from the ward of the little 
boys for abusing the bojs at night and for self-abuse. 

In June, 1913, he graded exactly 7 years mentally and in 
October, 1914, he graded 6 years. He has made no progress 
mentally in the last year and is now 6 years retarded by the 
Binet tests. His drawings of both the square and the diamond 
were complete failures. He counted the pennies correctly to 12 
then called the next one 14. In VI he failed with the a^thetic 
comparisons and beyond that he succeeded only with the days of 
the week and deseribing the pictures. 

With the formboard he was slow, 30 seconds, and made some 
false moves which may have been partly due to defective vision. 
With puzzle A he knew how to fit the pieces in after the fourth 
trial but he could not change his method and was as much at sea as 
ever when told to begin with a different one. He could not do the 
cancellation test as he did not recognize the numerals. Motor 
coordination test poor. 

Summary. — His mental deficiency is growing more marked 
as he grows older and he is a boy who requires permanent pro- 
tection. 



No. 35 
Philip W. No. 2198. Age, 12,^- Mental age, 1.2. 

He is lai^ for his age with no marked physical defects, aside 
from irr^ular teeth and small eyes. He is the child of an illegiti- 
mate union, his mother, now supposed to be dead, having been a 
woman of shady reputation. She deserted the child when be was 
two years. He was taken into a free h<mie and continued to live 
there until he was sent to Rome for observation. The histoiy of 
the boy states that he was slow in learning to talk, and at about 
two years of age would refuse to eat at times and had violent fits 
of temper. He is said to have been indolent aiid to have had times 
when he ran wild and did not come home even for meals ; bo stole 
candy from the Christmas tree although he had plenty at home 
and he stole money although he could not count it. He 
seemed crazy over fire and matches and he made several attempts 
to bum a bam before he was sent here. He was forgetful, destruc- 



Digitizedt, Google 



64 Statb Boabd of Chabitiks 

tive and cruel. For instance, he had a pet pigeon which he cut 
up one day and fed to a straj dog. Was etill in Srst grade in 
school on admission. At Rome he has been found a good and 
willing worker, full of fun, obedient and clean. He has helped 
outdoors with the grading and on the wards. At present he is 
working with the plumber and is doing well. He steals when he 
has a chance. 

His mental age] in June, 1913, was 8 years, while in October, 
1914, he graded 7.2, showing no progress in the last year. He 
answered all of VII and in VIII he gave the e<anparisons from 
memory and the value of the stamps. He knows the days of the 
we^ bat said them through twice, not knowing when to stc^. "Se 
can make change of three cents from ten cents, but not nine cents 
from twenty-five cents. He got his wei^ts arranged correctly 
cmce, but in two other trials had one inversion. 

His record with the formboard, 15 seconds, was one of the beet 
that have been made in this series. He succeeded with both of the 
conatmction puzzles, A in 45 seconds with 12 moves, and B in 
3 minutes and 42 seconds with 29 moves, both of which records 
are fair. 

He failed to follow the five directions for making the drinking 
cup. With the Aussage test he gave a descriptive account of the 
picture. He accepted and enlarged upon five suggestions of six 
offered which is characteristic of a childish mind. With the 
apperception test he made 7 out of 10 possible errors, then when 
the 10 correct pictures were chosen for him, he interchanged two 
of them, showing that his reasoning was not sufiieiently good to 
do the puzzle. 

His record with the cancellation test was fair, 2 minutes 7 
seconds with 4 errors. 

When he had finished, he remarked in a matter-of-fact way: 
" I suppose I done better than them all." 

Summary. — There seems to be no doubt that the boy is feebler 
minded, although his work with the other tests and about the insti- 
tution indicates better mental ability than is shovm by the Binet 
teets. Before he came to the institution two years ago, he showed 
decidedly that he was not prepared to lead the life normal to a 
child of his age. 
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Xo. 36 
Loon C. No. 2131. Age, li\%. -Mental age, 8.2. 

Leon is a round-faced boy, stocky but short for his age. He has 
small grey eyes far apart and a flat nose, ears slightly projecting. 
Malformation of the genital organs, hypospadias. Before admis- 
sion he was operated upon for double hernia, and either the Tes- 
ticles were removed at that time, or else they have never de- 
scended. 

He has an alert manner and a good vocabulary of slang. 

His parents are supposed to be living. The father, who is said 
to be a drunkard, works part of the time, and occasionally writes 
to the boy. The mother, said to be thoroughly bad, pays no attten- 
tion to him. Twins, younger, have been discharged from an 
orphan asylum to a placing out agency. 

Leon was admitted to an orphan asylum December 12, 1910, and 
from there was sent to Rome a year later with the record that he 
could not tell colors, was very imcleanly, had kidney and bladder 
trouble, was slow in receiving impressions. In Eome he plays like 
a normal boy, is quiet and agreeable and t«lls what he will be when 
he grows up. He is a bad bed wetter. He has had practically no 
formal education. He has been in the class in color and form, 
has done some industrial work and plain sewing. 

He was tested by the Binet tests January 30, 1913, when he 
graded 6.4 years mentally. . November 3, 1914, he graded 8.2 
mentally showing more than a year's improvement in the last two 
years but making him still retarded. He showed interest in the 
tests and perseverance in working them out. His only failure in 
VTII was in repeating five numerals. His memory span ia equal 
to four only. He took a long time to work out the correct change 
for 9 centa from 25 cents but finally succeeded — this from a boy 
who has not been in school. He named the months with some 
difficulty. Answered the questions of comprehension. 

With the formboard he was slow but accurate, 21 seconds, 19 
seconds, 20 seconds. He succeeded with construction puzzle A 
after 4 minutes and 31 seconds in 29 moves and puzzle B in 3 
minutes and 55 seconds in 36 moves. In this he was slow but 
tried to plan it out. He was able to follow the five directions 
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neceasary to fold a drinking cup. In the Auasage teat he gave a 
deacriptive account of the picture. He proved to be very sug- 
gestible. His score with the cancellation test was in fair time but 
not accurate. Kotor coordination good. He is able to tell time. 
Summary. — This is a boy whose ability to plan and whose 
judgment have gone slightly ahead of his mental age. He is capa- 
ble of receiving more training than he thus far has had. Men- 
tally he is developing although far behind his actual age. 



Ko. 37 
(Jeorge M. No. 2180. Age, 16A- Mental age, 9.2. 

Geoi^ is a tall, thin, nervous lookii^f boy with a long narrow 
head, fair hair and blue eyes, a very deep bass voice, talkative 
and speaks with a colorless drawl. 

His father deserted the family in 1899 and has contributed 
nothing to the support of the family since. The uLOther is a 
nervous, bysterioat woman " rather flighty." 

After the father deserted she put all of the children in an orphan 
asylum except tlie youngest, but about 10 years later took them 
all out and tried to support them by dressmaking. At present she 
works in a shop and is away from home all day. The family just 
manage to maintain themselves. She seldom writes to George or 
pays him any attention. 

The oldest boy, now 22, is in Hie army and does not help sup- 
port the family. The second lives at home, next comes a fair- 
haired, nice mannered girl, then Oeorge and the youngest was 
sent to the Catholic Protectory January, 1914, because be was 
stealing. His sister re^rts " They say he is feeble-minded too." 

Qeoi^ was a premature birth and condition was always abnor- 
mal. He bad convulsions when a baby, could not learn in school 
and was mischievous. Admitted to an orphan asylum in 1899, 
reported rachitic, discharged to mother March 3, 1911. His 
mother was away all day, the boy was on the streets, was con- 
tinually getting into trouble, was teased by the other boys and bis 
mother could not manage him. Hence application was made for 
his admission to Rome where he was received March 25, 1912. 
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In tlie institution he has displayed a violeiit temper, is dis- 
satisfied, bard to please, and is easily stirred up. He is 
obedient but likes tbe last word. He likes bis music lessons best. 
Se has frequently be^i out of class woi^ in order to be out of 
doors for his lungs. He is clean. Is considered " queer." 

Mental age, June, 1913, 10 years. In October, 1914, 9.2 
years; physical age, 16 9/12 years, showing that be has not 
progressed in the last year, but rather is losing ground. 

He says he was " bom 1908 the same year as my big brother." 
" My brother is in the War in Mexico, but I don't know the ad- 
dress to that." He says he buys stamps with hia money so that he 
can " sneak letters out" He has a surprisingly varied vocabulary, 
and in simply naming words fell into rhymes frequently as 
" porch, pouch, couch, ouch," with the remark, " That's a good 
one." He could not-, however, give the opposites for he could not 
hold the idea. He failed absolutely with the questions of com- 
prehension and absurdity, although be gave long answers which 
suited him. To the railroad accident with 48 people killed, he 
said, " They could make one or two funerals out of that." On 
the other hand he gave good interpretations of the pictures. Be- 
yond the eight-year group he answered only occasional questions. 
With the formboard he was extremely slow, 24 minutes being tbe 
best time in three trials. Nearly every block was tried in a wrong 
place first. He failed with both construction puzzles. Then 
puzzle A was used for a learning test. It was not until tbe sixth 
trial that he had learned to do it, and even at the seventh made 
some false moves. 

He failed to follow the five directions necessary to make a drink- 
ing cap. 

With the butcher shop picture he gave a good interpretative 
account but was decidedly su^estible. He was slow with the 
cancellation test but made but one error. Motor coordination 
test poor. 

Summary. — George seems to have reached the zenith of his 
ability. His motor coordination is poor. He is unable to learn 
with ease, or to plan ahead. He is egotistical, disagreeable, has 
a violent temper and is hard to please. He is said to show some 
symptoms of insanity. The fact that beyond the VIII year 
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group he scattered in the rest of the tests may point to the be- 
ginning of mental unbalance. With a 9 year old mentality, 
nervous instability, and no indications of improvement, competi- 
tion with normal persona outside an institution would be an un- 
equal struggle. 



No. 38 
Leroy L, No. 1834. Age 12. Mental age 5.4. 

A fair-haired, rather attractive boy with no striking physical 
defect. His forehead is low, his eyes slightly smaller than the 
average and far apart. Handa stubby. He comes from a home 
of typically feeble-minded living. The house is an old shack on 
the outskirts of the town. Inside there is a continual state of 
disorder with the food left on the table from one meal to the 
next, onion or apple pealings or dirty raga in the chairs and tie 
bed piled full of dirty clothes. The mother is considered men- 
tally defective, does not know the ages of her children nor her 
own. She has been seen beating her children cruelly. She begs. 

The father is not remarkable in any way. Leroy is the oldest 
of four children. Of these one died at 11 months, one bom 1904, 
has been complained of as a public nuisance and considered a 
fit subject for Kome, but as there have been no recent complaints, 
the matter has been dropped, the fourth was bom in 1912, and 
as yet gives no evidence of mental defect. 

Leroy while at home, was a frequent cause of complaint. He 
would run through a muddy ditch, half naked, then would go 
through people's houses and snatch things. He was frequently 
in the police station and Lis mother, as might be expected, could 
not control him. He was admitted to Kome November, 1910, 
when he was eight. 

A mental examination January 1, 1913, showed a mental age 
of 4.2 while October, 1914, he graded 5.4, showing more than 
a year's progress in the last two years. At present at the age of 
twelve he is retarded six years. 

In V he failed to repeat the usual sentence. In VI he failed to 
show right hand and left ear and failed with three simultaneous 
commands. 
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In YII failed wiUl everything except to describe the pictures 
and to see tiie omissions in the pictures, and failed with every- 
thing beyond. He was slow with the formboard but showed im- 
provement in three trials, the time being 73 seconds, 43 seconds 
and 35 seconds. 

He learned puzzle A from being shown once, but was unable 
to vary his method, showing automatism which is characteristic 
of the feeble-minded. As might be expected he failed completely 
with the apperception puzzle. 

Summary. — A child who seems to be without doubt feeble- 
minded as at twelve years he is retarded six years by the Binet 
testa. 



No. 39 

Harriet M. Ko. 2017. Age 15. Mental age 7.1. 

She is undersized and dull in appearance, with asymmetrical 
face, low forehead, a long, pointed, protruding jaw, high palate, 
a large tongue with enlai^ed papillae, and general expression dull. 
Further than that the father has been alcoholic for years, nothing 
is known of the family history. 

Her application blank states that she had epileptic convulsions 
at two years of age which occurred for a year or two but have 
not been observed since. At that time she was cleanly but con- 
trary. Tn the institution she is not remarkable in any way. She 
is quiet and adapts herself to the regular routine. 

In December, 1913, she graded 6 years and 3 points by the 
Binet tests while in November, 1914, she grades 7 years and 
1 point showing some slight progress in the last year but still 
making her mental retardation 7 years. She succeeded with all 
of the questions in VI. In VII she failed to direct her muscular 
efforts well enough to succeed in drawing the diamond from copy. 
(She is 15 years of age.) In VIII she failed to count up the 
value of the stamps, to repeat 5 numerals or to to count backward 
from 20. In IX she succeeded only with the months. Her form 
perception is probably normal, she did the formboard without 
false moves and in fairly good time, 18 seconds. She succeeded 
with both construction puzzles and got the idea so that she could 
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change the method. She suoceeded in following the five direc- 
tions for making the drinking cup but her work was not neat 
enough to make it successful. Her reasoning and grusp of whole 
Biiuations are not bo good. With Healy's apperception puzzle she 
made 8 errors out of a possible 10, and when the correct pictures 
were chosen for her to put in to complete the picture she did not 
get them all in correctly. 

Summary. — Harriet is a quiet, agreeable, feeble-minded girl 
who has nearly reached the hei^t of her mental development as 
the years of adolesc^ice have almost passed. It would be no 
more unreasonable and inhumane to expect a child of 7 years to 
make her way in the world than to expect it of this girl of 15 
with the mental ability of a child of 7 years. She should be 
entitled to permanmt protection and care. 



No. 40 

Mabel D. No. 2194. Age 14. Mtaital age 7. 

Mabel is an alert, affectionate little girl, decidedly undersized 
for a child of 14> with very blue eyes, low forehead and flat noee. 
Has not yet menstruated. Height 4 feet IV2 inches. Weight 84 
pounds. 

She is from a d^^nerete migratory family which has had out- 
door relief in several counties. The mother is mentally defective 
and decidedly immoral, has been known under three different 
names and has children by each name. Several of the children 
have been in orphan asylums at public expense. Nothing is 
known of the father of this family of children. The present 
husband of the mother is a shiftless drunkard who becomes iU 
if any work is found for him. The oldest girl, a dwarf and 
feeble-minded, does what housework is done in the home. Two 
of the boys have been in Industry', one of these in Craig 
Colony and one sister is in the Syracuse State School for Feeble- 
Minded Children. Mable was removed from the family and sent 
to Kome, April 10, 1912, as she was not allowed in school Was 
irresponsible and uncleanly. On the wards she is a stubborn 
child and will not do as she is a^ed unless she is made to. She 
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is clean both day and nigtt and has just b^un to comb her own 
hair. She m talkative. She has had a small amount of training 
in industrial work and can also write her name. 

She was examined December 1, 1913, when ^e graded 6.1. 
In the present examination November, 1914, she graded 7, show- 
ing that she has developed a year mentally in the last year. 

In VII ^e failed to copy the diamond and she failed with 
everything beyond that. She was slow with the formboard, 25 
seconds, 30 seconds, 25 seconds, and made false moves. Con- 
struction puzzle A she learned after being shown once but could 
not change her method until the third time. She was slow but 
aocuxate wil^ the cancellation test. 

With the apperception puzzle she was able to place the 10 blocks 
correctly after they were chosen for her showing that she did 
appreciate the story. 

Summary. — iShe is a child of determination, alert in manner 
and a good talker. However, at the age when the average child 
is completing the 8th grade in school work, Mabel has not ac- 
quired the days of the week and does not have sufficient control 
of eye and hand muscles to draw a diamond from a copy. Her 
under physical development and childish appearance correspond 
with her retarded mentality. 



No. 41 

JohnB. No. 1849. Age 16^3. Mental age, 7.1. 

A tall, slender, thin-faced boy with good features and an 
agreeable manner. His palate is high and his tongue fissured. 
His fingers are double jointed. Nothing is known of the father 
other than that he is dead. The whereabouts of the mother is 
not known. In 1911 she had left the county where she had 
been a public charge, hence the county officials were no longer 
interested. She is said to have been " good for nothing," The 
family becanie destitute and were turned over to the Superin- 
tendent of the Poor. One of the children was sent to Rome but 
later sent to Syracuse where he now is. The three younger chil- 
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dreii were placed in a children's home, then " were sent out west, 
through the Children's Aid Society." 

John was placed in a farm home hut he could not learn to 
be useful ao he was sent to Industry to he taught. At 
Industry he was considered a case for Rome and hence was 
sent there. Kis application hlank stated that he was a chronic 
masturbator, very irritable and soiled himaelf. However in Itome 
he is conspicuous for his " awful temper," attacks of which ap- 
pear without apparent cause and when he seems almost insane. He 
is uneven, disobedient and untmthful. Uses bad language. He 
is a good worker. 

He was tested June, 1913, when he graded 7.3 while in October, 
1914, he graded 7.1 showing that he has reached the height of 
his mental attainments. He failed to name the colors, he cannot 
count above 12, hence cannot count backward from 20. He 
answered nothing beyond the 8 year group. 

He was slow but accurate with the formboard. He succeeded 
with construction puzzle A Imt failed with B. He gave a de- 
scriptive account of the batcher shop picture and proved to be 
very suggestible. With the cancellation test he was slow, was 
not systematic, but was very careful. 

Summary. — A 7 year mentality combined with a violent tem- 
per, disobedience and untruthfulness, makes the hoy a proper 
custodial case. 



William JI. Xos. l^lil and 2«:):3. Age, 17A- Mental 
age, 7.3. 

William is a black haired, blue eyed boy, fairly well developed, 
with a weak mouth but no special abnormality. He is pigeon 
breasted and has a slight lateral spinal curvature. The mother 
had pleurisy with effusion just before becoming pregnant with 
William. For 6 weeks she took quantities of sedative drugs, 
chloral, etc. His mother states that his mentality has improved 
in the last 10 years. He is cleanly and reads a little. 

In Rome he is a quiet, clean obedient boy, childish in some 
ways but showing some good sense. He is a good worker. 
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He was examined in. June, 1&13, when he graded 8 years. 
In October, 1914, he was again examined when he graded T.3, 
showing that he is not making any progress. Beyond VII he 
made compariaons from memory, repeated the days of the week 
and the five numerals. 

He was accurate with the formboard and fairly quick. He 
failed with both construction puzzles, which he did by the trial 
and error method. With the butcher shop picture he gave a 
fair accoimt but accepted all suggestions offered. He was slow, 
3 minutes and 40 seconds, with the cancellation test and made 4 
errors. Motor coordination fair. 

Summary. — The boy is feeble-minded. With no vicious traits 
or bad habits, he may be able to approach self-support when 
working under constant direction. 



No. 43 

Arthur P. No. 2132, Age 12^. Mental age, 4,4. 

Arthur is a boy with small features, a foolish, good natured 
smile and no noticeable physical defects. His mother has separ- 
ated from her husband, is living with another man and has a 
baby by him. .She does not know her own age, the ages of her ' 
children nor exactly where they are, for they have been given 
homes by other people. She is evidently feeble-minded. 

The father is a worthless fellow, a day laborer who has never 
supported his family. He is himself an ill^itimate child. A 
sister of the mother is an inmate of Newark State Custodial Asy- 
lum and a brother is recognized in the community as foolish. A 
cousin has a bad reputation, one illegitimate child and is about 
as bright as the mother and aunt of Arthur. The father's family 
also belong to the lower stratum of society, live in very poor homes 
and manage to get along. 

The child was neglected and abused by his parents, and was 
cared for largely by his grandparents before admission. His 
application blank states that he was unable to learn in the publi'' 
school. He was admitted to Rome when 9 years of age and hence 
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had an opportunity to Bhow his ability in tie world at lai^ 
before being sent to Home. In Rome he is obedient and not 
troublesome. 

January 1, 1913, he graded 4.1 by the Binet tests, while 
October 28, 1914, he graded 4.4 showing less than a year's pro- 
gress in nearly 2 years, and making him 8 years retarded. Be- 
yond the IV group he answered only four questions. When given 
a pencil he did not attempt to make a picture but simply drew 
Hues. His time with the formboard was 2 minutes and 44 seconds, 
1 minut« and 13 seconds, and 60 seconds, which was slow but 
showed improvement ; the last time the forms were not confused 
as in the first case. 

Summary, — The boy is feeble-minded and is making very 
slow progress. At 12 years he does not measure up to 5 yeara 
mentality. 



No. 44 

Elliot E. No. 1768. Age, 12. Mental age, 5.3. 

Elliot is a stupid, good natured boy, with large, projecting 
ears, thick lips, irregular teeth, fissured tongue ; a mouth breather ; 
left-handed; motor coordination poor. 

The father is a Jewish teacher who receives ^0.00 a month. 
The mother is a feeble-minded woman, now an inmate of Borne. 
Her fatjier was alcoholic. She was the mother of five children 
as follows: 

The oldest, a girl, has graduated from high school and seems 
to be normal. 

The second, a boy, was admitted to Rome in 1904 at the age 
of 11 and discharged in 1906 because it was felt there was not 
sufficient proof that he was feeble-minded. He was admitted 
to Syracuse the same year and has been there since. In January, 
1914, he tested 7.3 mentally at 21 years of age. 

The third, a boy, has a history almost identical with the 
second. He was admitted to and discharged from Rome and 
the next year admitted to Syracuse, His mental age in July, 
1913, was 7.2 when 16 years of age. He does fairly well in the 
Beginners' First Reader, can add to 10 but cannot subtract, 
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responds to simpler forms of manual training but cannot graap the 
mwe complex. 

The foortii, a girl, was admitted to Borne and discharged at 
the same time a& the others, and later was admitted to Syracuse. 
In Jonuai;, 1914, at the age of fourteen, ahe graded 6 by the 
Binet tests. She could not advance beyond sense training and 
kindergarten work. 

Of these three it is said, " These children are all of the simple, 
inoffensive type, and were quite attractive when small, but be- 
came coarser as they grew older." 

EUUot is the fiftii child in the family. He was admitted to 
Rome in 1910 at the age of 8. In January, 1913, he tested 5.4 
mentally while in October, 1914, he graded 5,3, showing no im- 
provement in the last 21 months, and since he is now 12 years 
of age there is little hope of further development. He docs not 
understand the simplest questions and talks at random. 

Beyond IV he was able to copy the square but not the diamond ; 
to repeat the sentence of ten syllables ; to count 4 and 13 pennies ; 
to distinguish between morning and afternoon ; give definitions 
by use, describe the pictures, and name the colors, giving him a 
grade of 5.3. His formboard time was 44 seconds, 48 seconds, 
47 seconds, which ie about the average for a five-year mentality. 
He was fairly accurate. He learned to do puzzle A by one 
method the second trial, but even after doing it seven times failed 
when told to begin witli another block, showing simply the rote 
method of learning. 

Summary. — The boy is feeble-minded without prospect for 
further mental development. 



No, 46 

Paul G. No. 2382. Age, 14-^ years. Mental age, 9.3. 

A recent visit to Paul's home showed him in an environment 
of his own creation, a little camp in the woods which he is build- 
ing with the help of another boy who knows less than he. 

The camp, the interior dimensions of which are about 5 feet by 
10 feet, is made of small logs planed off at the ends to nail well 
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about the door and window frames and at the comers. The roof 
is shingled with tin signa, and a fireplace is in the process of 
construction. A crude and tiny but ueable rustic bridge leads 
to the house. 

Paul himself, sunburned and dirty, but looking strong and well 
exhibited his camp and explained how he was going to tile the 
fire-place. The boys have taken possession of the wooded hillside 
and have appropriated whatever they want in the way of small 
trees, unused tile, and box heads. The camp bears out Paul's 
reputation for mechanical ability, and that ability together with 
a pleasing personality has won him friends in the village. One 
group of people admits that the boy is " mentally defective " but 
not feeble-minded, and insists that if the boy ever did anything 
wrong his mother was more to blame than he. The school auliiori- 
ties and some whose interest has not been enlisted have put upon 
him the blame for all the misdoneanors in the neighborhood. 
Both factions agree that the mother is more unstable than Paul. 

The boy is handicapped by bad heredity. There is insanity on 
both sides of the family, Paul's father, a rough man with an 
extremely violent temper, has left the family and is living openly 
with a married woman. Paul's paternal grandfather was insane; 
one of his uncles was feeble-minded and did petty thieving. The 
men in the family are given to sexual irregularities and violent 
outbursts of temper. Paul's mother is an extremely nervous, 
ilii^ical woman. She is a clean, neat worker, but undependable. 
She has never been able to control Paul and all of her children 
have left home as soon as possible. As an example of her in- 
stability, in the last 3 months since school has begun she has been 
to the principal twice, once insisting that he take Paul back in 
school, and the second time equally insistent that he take no steps 
to compel him to go to school. Paul's oldest brother is recognized 
in the community as feeble-minded. He works on farms in the 
vicinity and just manages to maintain himself with his mother's 
house to go to between jobs. He was in a hoapitalfor the insane 
for a short time because his mother became afraid of him. The 
next two in the family died in infancy. One sister was insane 
after the birth of her first child, but recovered ; another ran away 
to get married. The fifth could not learn in school, ran away 
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and went west but afterward returned and works on farms. Paul 
is the youngest child in the family. 

From the time he was a little boy he has had violent outbursts 
of temper. The other children liked to tease him for he would 
become rigid with rage, then swear violently. His mother, her- 
self nervous and unstable, could not manage him. ^Neighbors, 
who in emergencies kept the child for two or three weeks at a time, 
had no difficulty in controlling him. He could not learn in the 
public schools without extra attention and became more and more 
troublesome until dually the principal refused to have him longer. 
At this time there was a gang of rou^ boys in the neighborhood 
who did some petty thieving and Paul was accused of having 
heem with them. It then happened that Paul was accused of 
being the author of everything that went wrong in the neighbor- 
hood, and matters became so acute that some steps had to be 
taken. An attempt was made to get him into the School for the 
Feeble-Minded at Syracuse, but as there were no vacancies he was 
aent to Rome. This was January 18, 1913, when he was 13 years 
old. He did not take to tie institutional life any more kindly 
than to the public schools. He teased and disturbed the other 
patients and was on the lookout for a chance to run away. As 
a worker he was dependable and accurate. He learned to make 
beautiful baskets, using his own designs, and as at home, he 
liked to work with tools. 

He was decidedly nervous and easily upset, so much so that it 
was thought there that he would sometime become insane. He 
states that the other patients, especially the low-grade ones, made 
him nervous. With the help of an experienced older patient 
and in company with him he made his escape in June, 19 14. The 
boys rode on freight trains at night and kept on the outskirts of 
the towns during the day. Paul begged bread and earned a little 
money by carrying suitcases, and thus they provided themselves 
with food. 

When they reached one of the larger cities they were arrested 
by the police and Paul was sent to his mother. Being terrified 
for soUie time lest someone should take him back to Rome, he ran 
away from home, going to his sister's in a neighboring county, 
and then when his mother located him there, running away again 
and staying on a farm in the mountains. 
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He has not been in any trouble since he came home. While in 
Borne he improved greatly in manners and learned to read a 
little. While he was away his mother worried constantly think- 
ing he was unhappy at Brane. Now that he is at home she is 
more worried lest he get into trouble. The new effect is already 
begiiming to wear off and be obeys her less readily than he did 
at first. 

A number of people stand ready to help Paul but none of them 
knows exactly what to do. His earnings are practically n^Ugible 
and the burden of his support will fall heavily upon the mother 
who ha« nothing but her little place and her own work by the 
day to depend upon. 

Paul was given the Binet tests in June, 1913, when he tested 
9.3, He answered questions intelligently but could not read nor 
write, could not name the months in order, nor make a sentence 
using three given words. He did the construction puzzles well 
without any clumainess or self-eonsciouanees, and he showed de- 
cided foresight. He gave a poor account of the butcher abop 
picture but proved not to be suggestible. 

Summary. — With careful and special training and very good 
control and discipline it seems possible that Paul might 
hare been restored to a condition approaching normal. 
Whether or not this is still possible is a debatable question. In 
any case it is evident that he will not have the needful control 
and training at home. His mother and bis warm friends admit 
that be is not capable of directing his own activities and will al- 
ways need some one to help him along. He ia certainly capable 
of receiving much more training than he at present has, and with 
9 year mentality he should be able to learn to read and figure 
enough to help him in his work. He would not benefit hy a 
further stay at Home as he cordially hates the place. 

While it is impossible to predict the future of such a boy, there 
is the possibility that he may join the vagrant classes, for he is 
impatient of control, likes life out of doors, has already tested 
its possibilities and has dropped hints of going west where nobody 
can get him. On the other hand he is not a lazy boy and when 
agreeably employed is not irritable or nervous. A farm colony 
under careful supervision would be the best place for him. 



Digitized t, Google 



Refobt of Comuitts£ on Idiotb asd Feeble-Mikded 79 

No. 46 

David V. No. 2324. Age 13V • Mental age, 8. 

David is a neat, alert, happy-faced boy, a very good talker, 
who makes a favorable impreBsion upon people. He is of normal 
size for his age, has good features except that one eye is slightly 
crossed and his teeth are dark. His hands are coarse and stubby 
and his muscular coordination poor. 

The family on both sides have degenerated from good stock. 
His paternal grandmother was insane and died in the county 
almshouse. The father, a vicious drinking man, aft«r the death 
of his wife, lived a roving life with a drinking, immoral woman as 
mistress. The children, abused by her, were removed on the 
ground of improper guardianship. The oldest girl was sent to 
the New Tork State Training School at Hudson, where she proved 
to be restless, nervous, an incessant talker, untruthful and 
quarrelsome. At 14 years she graded 11 by the Binet tests. 
David is second in line of birth. Two younger <^ildren have been 
placed in homes and are reported to be doing well. 

David was brought up under the worst possible surroundings 
until he was about 8. For the next 2 years he was in the hospital 
almost constantly for a broken 1^, broken collar bone, operation 
for hernia, circumcision, removal of adenoids and a severe attack 
of typhoid fever. People became interested in him while he 
was in the hospital and he was tried in several good homes. He 
would run away from these and tell pitiful stories about himself, 
was troublesome and unmanageable. He was examined at a 
psychopathic clinic. The statement made was that: "He has 
an alert, shallow mind. His habits are such that I do not believe 
he could be adequately cared for outside an institution." He had 
had several yeara' schooling and was still in the first grade, was 
irrffitponsible and secretive, but affectionate and appealing. He 
was sent to Rome October 17, 1912. While there he bad training 
in music, manual work and some school work. In the institution 
as outside, he proved hia good disposition and good habits and 
it was desired to try him outside again. He was paroled Septem- 
ber 21, 1914. He is now in a good boarding home in a small city 
under watchful care, has heen entered at the boys' T. M, C. A. 
He now (November, 1914,) boasts about the things he learned 
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to do at Home. He says be learned to make baskets, but given 
the materials he cannot begin one. He says be worked in the 
carpenter shop, hut cannot tell anything that be made. He can 
" read " certain stories in a second reader which he has studied 
but he cannot tell the story, except in the words of the book and 
he cannot name the separate words. At sight be reads with 
difficulty out of a first reader, showing that his reading is rote 
memory. He was tried in the 2nd grade in the public school 
but was soon removed to the special class as being bett«r adapted 
to him. His mental age in December, 1913, was 8 years and 
agiiin in September, 1914, it was the same, making a retarda- 
tion of 5 years. 

Summary. — The boy appears undoubtedly to be feeble-minded. 
However, his good habits and disposition make it safe and pos- 
sible for bim to have this one additional opportunity to show his 
ability to make his way in the world. 



No, 47 

Frederick S. No. 2057. Age, 10i\. Mental age, 6. 

Fred is an undersized, black little fellow, bashful and silent. 
His nose is small and flat, his ears are poorly formed, his palate 
high and teeth irregular. He began his institutional career in 
19H, when he was sent to an orphan asylum because the mother 
deserted the family. She is immoral and defective and used to 
strike the children on the head and neglect them. She is now 
a patient in a tuberculosis sanatorium. The father, a decent, 
intelligent man, surrendered all claim on the children. There 
were four children in the family. The oldest a boy who was 
lower grade than Fred, was sent to Rome at the same time and 
died there of tuberculosis, August 8, 1914. Fred is the next 
and there are two younger girls whom the mother kept with her. 
The paternal aunt, who now has Fred, is a neat, intelligent colored 
woman who has a clean, comfortable home. She is a cook and 
her husband a chaffeur and both are well spoken of. 

From the orphan asylum the two boys were sent to Home be- 
cause they were considered mentally defective. Fred was then 
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uncleanly and gluttonous, laughed iu an idiotic manner and 
seemed to lack comprehension. 

After the deati of the oldest boy tihe aunt wanted to take Fred 
and did so September 19, 1914. She wae dismayed at first at 
how little the boy knew, especially in comparison to her own 
bri^t 11 year old boy. She feels that he is improving now 
and she is trying to teach him. She immediately sent him to 
school and Sunday School both of which he attends regularly. 

The city in which he lives is just organizing special classes for 
defective children and Fred was one of the first to be selected 
for lamination for the class. The examining physician pro- 
nounced him a custodial case. He has been started, not in the 
regular first grade work, but in a class whose work is preliminary 
to that of the first grade, and he has not been able to do the work. 
He makes no attempt to use a pencil, even for drawing pictures. 
Sometimes he is cheerful and somewhat responsive, other times he 
is silent and stubborn. What he learns one day is forgotten the 
next. He is a quiet little fellow and makes no trouble in school. 

He was examined December 3, 1913, when he tested 4.3 and 
now he grades exactly 6, showing good progress in the last year hut 
still making him 4 years retarded. The changed environment and 
the individual attention may have had a temporary stimulating 
effect upon him. 

Summary. — There is no doubt that the boy is feeble-minded. 
No fault can be found with the home the boy is in nor the care 
he is receiving, but he is one of the special problems of the public 
school system frcHn which he can receive little benefit. He is a 
boy who will always need special care. 



No. 48 
Louis R. No. 3159. Age, 19. Mental age, 8. 

He is a typical street gamin, undersized, with narrow forehead, 
pointed face, and a sly, shrewd grin. His ears have large auricles, 
he has a thick, hooked nose, thick lips and strong, even teeth. 
His tongue is long with enlarged papillae. 
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The father is a Bussian Jew, a faithful worker who earns $8 
a week as a tinamith, but obliged on account of poor health to take 
two or more monthB of the year ia the country. He is not l^e 
subject of public charity. 

The mother died of childbirth. The older sister is a refined, 
bright girl, Louis is the second in the family. The youngest 
child in the family is in the fourth grade at 13 years, but her 
school work has had several interruptions. Other members of the 
family appear normal and refined and are contributing to the 
support of a dependent member. 

Louis was sent to an orphan asylum after the death of the 
mother. At this time he was " wild," in that he was restless and 
uncontrollable. From there he was sent to Randall's Island twice, 
once for " sore eyes " and after the second time he was sent to 
Rome. At Rome he proved to be irresponsible, easily excited and 
not clean at night. He was lazy and had to be coaxed to work, bat 
once started he could do it. He worked in the mat shop and 
printing office. Has been tried on several musical instruments 
without success. 

In September, 1914, at the request of his sister, Louis was al- 
lowed to go to his father on parole. The firm for which the father 
has worked for some years have taken Louis and are paying him 
$5 per week. However, he is not worth that amount to them. 
The foreman states that he has a " backward spirit " and in order 
to improve he should have a " forward spirit" The otiier boys 
n the shop tease him. He is with his father constantly, boarding 
n a place as good as they can afford. He still ia unclean at night, 
3 rec<^iiized by his relatives as feeble-mineded, " talks like a 
child," is unable to compute the simplest change. Hie father 
thinks Louis will be all right as long as he is able to work with 
him, but should his health fail again, he is not hopeful that Louis 
can get along. 

In June, 1913, Louis graded 8.1 years by the Binet tests. He 
did readily all of the tests for VII except to repeat 5 numerals, 
gave the days of Uie week and copied the design. 

Summary. — The boy at 19 cannot be considered self-support- 
ing nor capable of self support and the age for improvement is 
past. 
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Louifl M. No. 2474. Age, lli^ years. Mental age, 7.4. 

There is notlung in the appearance of Louis to suggest that 
he is in any way out of tlie ordinary. He answere questions 
promptly and has a pleasant manner. Pronounced Darwinian 
tuhercles. His mother ie a colorless woman of little judgment 
who does not keep her house or her children clean. The father 
is an ordinary laborer. The older brother is said to be feeble- 
minded. An 8-year-old child is in the second grade and is con- 
sidered bri^t by her teatdier while a 6-year-old child, who presents 
nothing remarkable in appearance, has not been to school. 

In 1913 the police justice reported the case to the County 
Agency for Dependent Children. The boy was stealing and the 
father wanted him cared for lest he could not pay for some of 
the things which the boy might steal in the future. His mother 
said that he had stolen always and said in explanation that she 
thought she marked him from a woman boarding in the house 
while she was carrying him, who stole. She eaid that before he 
was 3 he stole her sister's watch and tried to hide it. He would 
steal from her purse whenever he had a chance. Whipping did 
no good. He stole a horse at the age of 8 and a wheel a few 
weeks before. On one occasion he broke into a store and stole 
pipes and candy. Louis said he did not know why he stole but 
he usually bought thin^ to eat with the money. 

His teacher reported he had been attending school since he was 
5 but was only able to keep up fairly well with the first grade. 
At this time be was beginning to smoke and had stolen beer. 

'As an experiment, he was placed in a good boarding home in 
the country with a woman of whom he was fond. He returned to 
his own home in six days with $11 which he had stolen and 
which he buried in the back yard. This brought matters to a 
climax. A decision had to be made between Bome and Industry 
and as a local phyaieian pronounced him feeble-minded, he was 
sent to Home. 

He was in 'Rtome for just a year. Four months ago he was re- 
turned to his bome. The family live in a detached house with a 
good-sized yard. Ifost of the neighbors are Italians and it is 
regarded as a tough section. The mother says that Louis has been 
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downtown at night but once and tten kia father went after him 
with a strap. She also says that Louis has not stolen anything 
to her knowledge since he came hack bat that he is showing a 
violent temper which he did not have when he went away. At a 
slight provocation and quite unexpectedly he will cry loudly, be- 
come red in the face and tense and rigid. 

He started in the second grade in school and his teacher reports 
that he is doing the work in the grade and has made no trouble. 
However, he has played truant four or five times in the three 
months he has been in school. His teacher has avoided any 
issue with the boy because his sister told her one day that " Louis 
had had a fit " that morning before school. He comes to school in 
a satisfactory condition and is fmnlshed with necessary supplies. 

He was given the Binet tests December 3, 1913, while at Home 
when he graded 7.4. When tested at his home in November, 
1914, he again graded 7.4, showing no progress in the last 
year and making his retardation more than 3 years. He was 
able to answer all the VII group and beyond that he succeeded 
with the comparisons from memory, the days of the wedi, the 
repetition of 5 numerals and the definitions. 

Summary. — There se^ns no doubt that the boy is feeble- 
minded. This is borne out by the result of the tests, his lack of 
progress in the last year, his retardation in school work, and the 
opinion of the local physician. His stealing and his violent 
temper are manifestations of the same thing. At present he is 
not getting into any difficulty in the community. How long this 
will last is merely a matter of conjecture, especially in view of 
the fact that his mother is not a woman capable of using good 
judgment in guiding him.* 



No. 50 

Theodore F. No. 2377. Age, 14A- Mental age, 4.4 
(December, 1913). 
This is a boy whose stunted growth and defective speetii give 
the impression of a child much younger than he actually is. He 
is red-haired, frecklfr-faced, smiling and dirty. 

'Readmitted to Rome State Custodial Asylum, Febniary 25, 1915. 
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The family of six occupy three rooms in a reflpectabie detached 
house in a suburban section of the city. The rooms are bare and 
in an indifferent state of cleanliness. The father is temporarily 
employed as a painter. He writes an illiterate but intelligible 
letter. The visit' to the mother confirms the report that ah© is 
feeble-minded. She showed no curiosity as to the object of the 
visit and lied in a simple fashion. She states that she has lost 
ten children and has five living, but as she lost the family record 
during the last migration she does not know the dates. 

The oldest daughter, said to be feeble-minded, is married and 
has gone to Canada. A sixteen-year old girl, obviously feeble- 
minded, grades five mentally, is undersized, and simple and 
childish in manner and appearance. 

Theodore is the next living, and younger are two little girls, a 
nine-year old child in the first grade whose teacher states that 
she seems like a four-year old child, and a baby who presents 
nothing remarkable in appearance, A cousin in the same school 
with the former is feeble-minded. 

When Theodore was first admitted to the special classes he 
would do such unexpected things as to scream suddenly or stand 
on his bead or trip someone. He afterward became tamer in 
the class. At home he was unmanageable. He stole, smoked 
incessantly, and would drink beer when he could get it. His 
mother stated that she could do nothing with him so she used to 
lock him out of the house. 

He showed no such tendencies in the institution. When the 
family moved to Ohio they applied for the discharge of the boy 
which was granted in December, 1913. On entering a public 
school system not provided with special classes he was put in the 
first grade. Obviously he is out of place with the little children. 
He is annoying and troublesome, shouts while the others are 
singing, makes horrid noises, pounds on the desk to attract at- 
tention. He comes to school in a dirty, unkept condition, is not 
provided with proper school supplies, and at times pushes and 
shoves the amaller children on the playground. 

When not in school he is on the streets, hardly taking time 
at home to snatch his meals. The night before the visit was 
made he was seen a long distance from home throwing ston^ at 
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the street cars. As the district in which he lives is not r^iilarly 
policed he is not in trouble with the officials. 

In December, 1913, he graded 4.4 by the Binet test, showing a 
retardation of eight years. 

Summary. — A feeble-minded child who shoWs the same traits 
npoQ discharge from the institution which made his i^ mmi t- 
ment necessary. 



No. 51 
Helen C. No. 2406. Age, 15. Mental age, 8.3. 

Helen is a childish, round-faced girl, with defective vision but 
no noticeable physical defects. Height 4 feet 111^ inches. 
Weight 94 pounds. 

Her father was alcoholic, waa in jail for intoxicati<m, and died 
of tuberculosis in the county almshouse. The mother is feeble- 
minded and was admitted to Rome. Admission for her was es- 
pecially sought as she was talking of getting married again. 
She was discharged November, 1914, and is now doing house- 
work for her board. She has been the mother of eight children 
and the family has been supported at public expense almost con- 
stantly. The oldest child in the family, a boy aged 17, was 
placed on probation for arson in 1909. The same year he was 
sent to Industry for petit larceny, and escaped from there four 
times. At the expiration of his sentence he was sent to Home, 
January 16, 1914, but escaped, and as he was not located was dis- 
charged August 3, 1914. Helen is next. The other children 
have been cared for in the orphan home. These are all under 
14 and their mentality has not been determined. 

Helen was eared for in an or^an asylum for a time, was slow 
in school, poor in all studies except writing and drawing, and un- 
truthful. As it became time for her to leave the orphan asylum 
she was taken to an experienced peycholc^st for diagnosis who 
made the following statement Pebruary 23, 1913: 

" In reference to Helen C. whom I have examined for you to- 
day, I beg to inform you that this child is defective. She is of 
the feeble-minded type known as moron and her intelligence is 
not quite equal to tiiat of a girl of ten years, although I am in- 
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formed that she will be fifteen years old in March. Her meetal 
capacity is quite limited in many respects and ehe is far from 
normal." 

On the basis of this report which confirmed the opinion of 
those dealing with her she was sent to Rome February, 1913. 
She was paroled August 29, 1914, to a country home where her 
work is to care for two little children. She receives no pay but 
works for her board and clothes. The family do not feel that 
she earns any more but they can trust her with the children. 

Her mental age in December, 1913, was 8.3. 

Summary. — She is a feeble-minded girl who, if she is allowed 
to marry, is quite likely to repeat the history of her mother. &he 
is able to work under direction. 



No. 52 
David M. No. 2422. Age, IQ^. Mental age, 11 (June, 
1913). 

Died February 7, 1914, of typhoid fever. 

He was a conceited " smarty " boy with nothiug peculiar 
physically except high narrow palate and a fissured tongue. 
When ejajited he stammered badly. 

The parents were both bom in Russia. The father is dead; 
the mother is a dull, but neat, clean, good woman. One sister got 
to the fifth grade in school, is careless and dirty, and unable to 
keep a job. One brother is on the vaudeville stage; one has been 
in Industry and is now in the navy. 

In the public schools David was unable to do 3 A grade work, 
but could do errands around the class room. He was resentful 
about being sent to Rome. There he worked in the dining-room. 

By a mental examination made in June, 1913, he graded 11. 
He failed with the questions of comprehension, with the design, 
with the dissected sentences, and with the problem in XII. 
Fonnboard, 27 seconds, 20 seconds, 22 seconds, which is slow for 
a mental age of 11. He succeeded with both construction puz- 
zles and remarked " Those are good puzzles all right," He gave 
a descriptive account of the butcher-shop picture, and proved to 
be su^estible. 
Summary, — High-grade moron. 



Digitized t, Google 



State Board of Charities 



EXHIBIT B 

In New York State there ia an immense investment of money in 
institutional plants, and the institutions are diversified to meet 
many needs. It is, however, probably true tbat each institution 
is clogged with a certain percentage of misfit cases, and the meana 
of transferring such cases to the proper institution are crude, and 
many times superintendents do not know what it is hest to do 
with certain inmates, although they realize that they are not bdng 
benefited by the care and training provided in the given institn- 
tion. The usual means of transfer is to send the person back to the 
committing officer, but he used his best judgment in the first 
instance and is often bewildered to know what step to take next 
with tlie case, and especially how to care for it properly while he 
is finding out what to do. The problem of what to do with doubt- 
ful cases is one of the most serious ones facing conscientious 
social workers to^ay. Their attempts and failures often cause 
public dependents to he sent hither and yon. The " trial and 
error " method of work is considered the most primitive and inef- 
ficient by psychologists. Better diagnosis and prognosis of cases 
are needed. The following institutional histories, which were 
taken from the records of the Bureau of Analysis and Investiga- 
tion, show the manner in which twenty-eight cases of feeble-mind- 
edness were handled by public and private charitable agencies, 
and the presumption is that the nature of the defect might have 
been diagnosed quite early in life, if the children had been hrou^t 
before persons competent to recognize the s^ymptoms of mental 
defectiveness. 

INSTITUTIONAL CAREERS OP SOME OF THE FEEBLE-MINDED 
PLACBD-OUT GROUP 
1, Female Moron, 8e]cua,u.t Unconirollbd 
Date Place Reaarai 

1896 . ■ ■ Schoharie County Almahoiue Bom . 

Albanj' Orphan Asylum, 
1904... Placed out. 
1904. . . Humane Society, Troy. 

Mar. 22, lOTt. . . Ptiirview Home Admitted. 

Dec. 3, lOOA. . . Fairview Home Discharged and idaced out 

1006-11)10 . . . Placed out in nine different homes. 
Aug. 24, 1910, . Married Dr. B., of B. C, N. Y., who 

had advertized for a wife. 
^ppt ft, 1010 , , . Husband amBted for binmy, perjury 
and for [»«ctiung me^cine without 
a license. He was a morphine 
habitu^. 
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D»te Place Reaaon 

Sept J3, 1910, . . Lewis County AJnuhouM Admitted. 

Oct. 20,1910... Lewis County Alnuhouse Begged her way back Trom 

Fulton ville. 

Nov. 11,1910. . . Went to (i former home Given ticket to go. 

Mar. 11,1012. . . Mt. Magdalen Home, Troy, N. Y .. . Tranrierrcd ai incorrigiblf. 

2. Fbeble-Minded FsuAi.e 
Sept. 17, 1SS5. . . Buffalo, Erie Countv, N. Y Born. 

Sept. 27, 1899 . . . Buffalo Orphan Aeylum Father deserted mother in 

1897. 
July 27, 1900 , . Mr. and Mrs. W. }i. C, G., N. Y. , . On trial 

Buffalo Orphan Aaylum Returned. 

Feb. 8,1904. .. Newark State Ciutodial Admitted. Feeble-minded. 

3. Febble-Mindid Female 

June 5, 1887 . . . Ulatei County, N. Y, Born. 

Dec. — , 1895 . . . Kingatou Industrial Home. Reudence. 

Dec. — . 1895 . . . Children's Aid Sooiety. 

State Charities Aid Association. 

Eliiabeth Home for GirU PUced there by State Char- 
ties Aid Association. 

St. Michael's Home. 

Mamaroneck Shelter. 

WashiDBlon Home, New York City. 
Nov.— ,1906. .. Mrs. McL., F., N, Y Placed with her. 

Hospital " Brain fever." Taken there 

from Mrs. McL.'s. 
Nov, 15, 1008 . . . Newark State Cuetodial Feeble-minded. 

4. Febble-Minded Few ale 
Oct. 13,1876... EImira,N.Y Born. 

Southern Tier Orphan Home Placed there by mother. 

Witbfatnilyof 1. 5 Placed there by Southern 

Tier Orphan Home- 
Southern Tier Orphan Home Returned by S. family. 

Spring of 1800 . . . The Shelter in Syracuse, N. Y. 

May 6. 1893 . . . Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 

5. Feebuc-Minded, Deaf Female 

Aug. 14, 1892 , . . Jefferson Count; , N. Y Born. 

A. M. B., of JeSetson County Taken by her. 

Returned to overseer of poor Unbalanced and irrespon- 

Giveu to Rev. and Mrs. P., JeSeiMn 

County By overseer. 

Returned to overseer of poor Unb^aneed and irrespon- 

Mar. 18, 1902. . . Utica Orphan Asylum Committed by overseer of 

Clay ville. 

Mar. 6,10OS... Newark State Custodial IransCerred to. Feeble- 
minded. 

G. Feeble-Mi NDED, Sbx-Offendino Feuale 

Mar. 6, 18»1 . . . Brownville, N. Y Born. 

For 8 years Jefferson County Orphan Asylum — Mother lived with Mr. S. 

Unmarried. 
For 3 years ..... State Industrial School. 

For 3 years House of Refuge fur Women, Albion, 

N. Y. 
Dec. 16, IOCS . . . Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. Sex-offender. 
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1887 
1890 
Aug. 2?, 1898. 
Sept. 13, 1898 
June 16, 1900 
Oct. a), 1902 
April 27. 1907 
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7. Feebl,g-Mikdbd Female 

Place lUaMiD 1 

Wawareing. N. Y Bom. 

KingBtoD Indiwtrial Home Sent by supt. of poor. 

L, H., N. Y Taken by Mrs. S. 

Kinijaton Industrial Home Returned by Mra. 8, 

Anchorage, Elmira, N. Y. 

Syracuse State Institution Admitted and tranfCerred. 

Rome State Custodial Admitted and transferred. 

Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 



This is tbe mother of number 23 of the Rome ci 



(Exhibit A). 



June 3,1909. 
June 3,1909. 
April 15, 1911. 
Oct. 17,1911. 



8. Feeble-Mindbd Female 

. Ireland. (Her statement) Bom. 

. America. 

. Children's Aid Society Under their care. 

Marahalltown, la With family of J. B. B, 

New York Was returned. 

Sisters of St. Michael, 

. BandaU'e Island. 

. Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 

9. Fkeble-Minped, SEX-OpFBNnrNO Fbhais 

. Branchport, N. Y Bom. 

. Onondaga Children's Home, Syracuse Charge on town of Jeru- 

. Superintendent ot poor Discharged to. 

, J. & D. C, P. C, N. Y Placed with them, 

. Yates County Almshouse (T) Colored child bom. 

. Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. Sex-offender. 



10. Feeble-Minded Female j-j < 

April II, 1890 . . . Albany, N. Y., House of Shelter Bom. 

When very young St. Margaret's Home Admitted. 

Albany Orphan Asylum Transferred to. 

Green St., Albany, N. Y Clums she was adopted 

but was returned to asy- 

Tried out in 3 places but returned. 

Dec. 9, 1907 , , . Newark SUte Custodial Feeblfr4mnded. 

April 15, 1913 . . , Newark State Custodial Examined. 

11. Feeble-Minded Female 
. Delaware County Almshouse Bom (mother deserted by 

husband). 

. Albany Orphan Asylum Entered by Superintendent 

of Poor of Delaware Co. 

Shaker Settlement, near Albany Discharged to. 

, Mrs. G. N. M., N. Y A home given her. 

Absconded. 

South Watervliet, N. Y Found on streets by poLce. 

Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 



Sept. 7, 1885 . 
April 3, 1893 



1903 
June 21, 1904 
June 23, 1904 
July 29, 1904 



12. Fbesij;-Mini>ed Female 

1893 , . . U. S.T place unknown Bom. 

1893. . . Middletown Children's Home. 

April 25, 1900 . . . State Charities Aid Association Removed by them from 

Middletown Children's 
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D»te PUoe Rmboii 

Feb. 25, 1902 PUo«d in a home for adop- 
tion but not legally adop- 
ted. 
May — , 1902. . , FUmd in a good boarding honie. 
Aug. 12, 1905. . . Hudmn State TrainiDg School Admitted from boarding 

Jan. 7,1906... Newark State Curtodisl Feeble-minded. 

13. FEEBiJi-MnrDKD Feuam 

May 28,1883... Saratoga County, N. Y Bom. 

ISS-. . . Albany Orphan Aaylum. 

1885... ToJ. M Discharged to. 

1886-1905... With family of J. M Supported by them. 

1905... A houee of probtitution, Troy Rui away Irom M't. 

Saratoga Coun^ AlmahouBe Admitted. 

Oct. 24,1906... Newaric SUte Cuitodiol TraDrferrrd to. 

14. Fbibli-Mjnoed Fehali 
April 16, 1888T... Jacksonville, N.Y Born. 

May 24, 1898 . . . Albany Orphan Aaylum Admitted. Charge on 

Greene County. 
June 9,1903... Mrs. M. C, N. Y Discharged to. Placed out 

April U, 1904 . . . Albany Orphan Asylum Readmitted. 

Dee. 30, 1907 . . . Newark State Custodial Tranaferred to: feeble- 
minded. 

15. Pbbblx Minded Fewilk 
1883... Orange Farm, Orange Co., N. Y Bom. 

Children's Home, Middletown (?) 

Jan. 28, 1894 , . . Syracuse State Inatitution Feeble-minded. 

Oct. 20,IP02... Rome State Custodial Transferred to. 

16. Feeble- MiNPBi), Sex-Ofrhdinq, Syphilitic Feiule 

Oct. 16,1885... Florida, N.Y Bom. 

1902 . . . Amsterdam Moved to city. 

May 31 , 1904 . . . Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 

Sept. 14, 1904. , , Amsterdam Absconded to. 

April 17, 1912 .. . Brunswick Home (?) Amityville . . . . Syphilitic uid feeUe-minded 

July 20, 1912. . . Rome State Cuhtodial Feeble-minded. 

Oct. 8,1912... Montgomery County Almshouse Removed for confinemeat. 

Nov. 9, 1912 . . . Montgomery County Almshouse Child born. 

Dec. 17,1912. . . Rome State Cu.todiat Returned to. 

17. Febble-Mihdxd Female 

Jan. —,1888... Champlain. N. Y Bom. 

Clinton County Almshouse Admitted. 

July 21, 1898 . . . Syracuse State Institution Transferred to; feeble- 
minded. 
Nov. 2,19a5... Newark State Cuftodial. Transferred to; feeble- 
minded. 

Jan. 4, IOCS Discharged. 

Aprilll, 1908. . . CliDton County Ahnshouae Feeble-minded and home- 
Jan. 7, 1913 . . . Rome State Custodial Sent to; feeble-minded. 
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Aug. 

Sept 


8,1895. 
8,1896. 


Feb. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
July 
July 


1897. 
n.lSEfl, 


1,1900. 
17, 1900- 

6, 1901 . 
16, 1901 


Oct. 
Jan. 


19,1906 
13,1911 



18. Feeble-Minded, Possibly Insane, Male 

Place Reason 

. United States Born, 

. Hospital at Rome. 

, Poughkeepsie Insane? 

. OgdensbuTB State Hospital Iiuane. 

, Columbia County Almshouse Discharged to as an idiot. 

. Rome State Custodial Feeble-minded. 

19, Feeble-Minded Male 

, Canton, N, Y Boru. 

. St. Lawrence County Almahouse With mother. 

Discharged. 

. St. Lawrence County Almshouse . . . . Readmitted with mother. 
. United Helpers' Home, Ogdensburg. . Sent to, 

. 8t. John's Hospital, Ogdensburg Sent to. 

. Ogdensburg City Hospital Tuberculons of bowels; 

feeble-minded. 

. Syracuse Ptate Institution Transferred to. 

. Rome State Custodial TransTerred to. 



DELINQUENT DEFECTIVES 
20. Feeble-Minded Feuale 

, N. Y. S.7 liorn. 



Rochester, N. Y Residence. 

P.t. Patrick's Orphan Asylum Mother sent her there before 

her death to insure her a 
good home. 

!1900 . . . Rochester, N. Y Tried to live at home; but 

father would not have ber. 

May 19, 1896. . . Rocbeiter, State IndusLial Admitted. 

Feb. 20,1899 Paroled. 

Mar. 2, 1W9 .. Rochester State Industrial Returned to. 

Mar. 3,1900... Newark State Custodial. Feeble^ninded. 

21. Febble-Minded, Sex-Offendino, Kyphiutic Feuale 

Aug. 15, 1883. , . New York City Bom, 

Com Bedford Reformatory Prostitution. 

7 months later, , Metropolitan Hospital Discharged to. Syphilie. 

Mar. 21, 1912, , . Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded,, 

22. Feeble-Minded Fghale 

Oct, 29, 1888, , . Tonawanda Beservalion, N, Y Bom, 

July 17, 1896 Became public chai^, 

T , . . Orphan Asylum, 

For 3 years Albion Committed, 

Erie County Hospital. 

House of Good Shepherd, Buffalo, 

Deo, 30, 1905 , , , Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded, 

? . . , Erie County Hospital Operation (or tubercular 

abscess on right hip, 

Newark State Cuttodial Returned to. 

May — ,1913. ,, Erie County Hospital Tubercular abscess. 

June — , 1913 , , . Newark State Custodial, Returned, 
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Date 
June 27, 18M.-. 
MftT. 14, 1003... 
Aug. 7 (9T), 1906. 



Sept. 16, 1892. 

Sept.— ,1905. 



23. Feeble-Minded Fehau; 

Plw* ItcMon 

Ryracu;*, N. Y Bom. 

Faith Cottage, Syracuse Improper home ronditioiL^. 

Hudwn Slate Tnunii^E School Adm. Digc. 

Syracuae, N. Y Worked in factory and lort 

right thumb. 

OnondAgn County Hospital Treatment. 

. Newark State CuBtodial Feeble-minded. 

, County Superiuteodent, for Placing 

Dependent Children Paroled. 

. Newark State Custodial Returned; placing-out un- 

succescful 

24. Feeble -Minded, Colored Fevale 

. Riverhead, N. Y. (L.I.) Bom. 

. Children's Home, Yaphaok . Death of mother. 

. Colored Orphanage. 

. Hudaon State Training School. 

. Newark State Cuilodial Feeble-minded. 

25. Feeble-Minded Fehau: 

. Allegany, N. Y Boro. 

Weetem N. Y. Society for Protection 
of HomeleseandDeBtitutaChildreD. 

. Hudson State Training School Diacbarged to. 

, Western N. Y. Society for Protection 

of Homeless and Destitute Children Returned to as improper 



26. Feeble-Minded Female 

Dec. 4,1905... Kingston Industrial Home Mother dead; father unable 

to care foi child. 
June 1,1906... House of Mercy, Inwood Refractory disposition. 

? Taken out by father, 

April 22, 1908 . . Kingston ladustrial Home For protection. 

May 28, 190S , . . House of Mercy, Inwood. 

1 ... Hudson State Traimng School, 
Mar. 29, 1910 , . . Rome State Custodial Asylum Feeble-minded, 

27. Feeble-Minded Female 
1895.. . New York, N.Y Born, 

1909. . . Catholic ftotectory, Westchester Co. " Played hookey." 
1910 . , . Sent home. 
For 3 weeks BeHevue Hospital, Obeervation Ward Sent there by mother be- 
cause !,he waa unable to 
control the child. 
June — , 1911 . . . ItandaU's Iriand. 

Jan. 11,1912... Newark State Custodial Discharged to; feeble- 
minded. 

28. Feeble-Mind&d Female 
July 7,1892... Probably Albany, N. Y Born, 

Troy Orphan Asylum Sent with sibs. M. and G. 

Taken out by fiater S. 

Humane Society Shelter, Ttoy. 

Hudson State Training School. 
For 2 yrs. 10 mo. Bedford Reformatory. 
Jan. 12,1910... Newark State Custodial Feeble-minded. 
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Case op Milton C. 

Extract frcou a. letter from Dr. Bernstein to GommisBioner 
Rosendale, October 10, 1914. 

" I wish you might have seen Milton C, who caiue into my 
office this morning and presented himself. This boy was sent here 
from Randall's Island on March 30, 1911, and was discharged 
from here October 7, 1912, to go to work with his father in a 
jewelry store in New York City. He was nicely dressed, looked 
very well indeed, behaved himself in a gentlemanly way, said he 
was getting $20 per week and that he had been up State visiting 
and thought he would stop off and see us here. Now he is one of 
the boys who might just as well have been pronounced feeble- 
minded and anti-social. However, as the result of training in 
deportment, etc., here, he went back to New York and has made 
good, at least so far as we know at the present time." 

An investigation of this case was made and the report of In- 
vestigator Smith follows: 

Keeper of a boarding house at last address given knew of no 
one by the name of Milton C, but decided that this was the same 
person as one known to her as Milton W. He came to her house to 
room about October, 1913, and remained for two or three monUis. 
His family lived in Brooklyn but he seemed to have been dis- 
contented or to have disliked the restriction of his home and to 
have sought other living quarters. His father seemed fond of 
him, called to see him frequently, and was responsible for the 
payment of his bills. Milton occasionally worked for some elec- 
trical concern or in his father's jewelry shop but was idle much 
of the tima He complained that he could not get steady work 
on account of deainess and because, as he expressed it, he 
" wasn't right in the head." He was frequently despcmdent and 
came to his landlady for sympathy, but recovered quickly like 
a child when a few kind words were spoken to him. He was 
equally pleased and diverted when given something nice to eat 
He was quiet, polite, neat about his person, kept good hours, and 
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waa apparently a young man ol' good habits. He had " a queer 
look about the eyes " however and his landlady considered him 
abiKMnna]. She found a pair of pincers in his bed one morning, 
and after that was afraid he might commit suicide, so that ^e 
felt greatly relieved when he left. While with her, his chief 
interest was in the actresses at the place where boarded. He also 
showed a desire to go on the stage. 

The proprietor of a cheap boarding house for actresses says 
that Milton took his meals there for several months and paid his 
own bille. He was quiet and unobjectionable and his boarding 
mistress was inclined to give him a good recommendation. Just 
as the investigator was about to leave she added, "Of course you 
know he is childlike and rather, well rather simple." 

Edward C, father of the boy, had a long story to relate of 
the difficulties he had had with Milton. His attitude toward the 
boy was kindly, but he was apparently discouraged and did not 
know how to care for him. H© said that Milton was a plump 
and seemingly healthy baby at birth, but that in a short time he 
lost flesh and was very sickly until he was about seven years of 
age. At this time he began the practice of self abuse, looked and 
acted in a peculiar fashion, and his relatives began to suspect 
that he was not normal mentally. H© was always in the special 
class at school and played truant continually so that it was neces- 
sary for some member of the family to visit the school every little 
while to keep him out of trouble. He always stole, lied and was 
irrraponsible, but at the same time was good natured, affectionate 
and really likable. After adolescence he grew stronger and in- 
creased in weight, but did not develop mentally, and became 
more troublesome than ever. For a time he was in the Catholic 
Protectory, and from .Jr.'- ^.. 1908 to May 28, 1909, he was in 
the School for Feeble-Minclcd Children on Randall's Island. On 
December 24, 1909, he was taken to the mental clinic at Bellevue 
and remained for several days under observation. His aunt 
made the following statement at that time. " The patient has 
never been normal — did not get along in school, is now with 
children of seven or eight years. Since six years of age has been 
a masturbator. At twelve years of age committed a sexual assault 
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upon a little girl ; was in the Catholic Protectory for one year and 
in Randall's Island for six monthe. He is dull, does foolish 
things, has no idea of the value of money, lies, and takes things 
that do not belong to him.'' The case was diagnosed as imbecility. 

A physician states that Milton was committed to the 
State Hospital for the Insane at Central Islip, Long Island at 
about this time. On March 30, IDll, h© was committed to lUane 
State Custodial Asylum where he remained until October 7, 1913, 
when be was discharged by the superintendent because he was not 
considered a suitable case for institutional care. Upon return- 
ing home, Milton was found to have an affection of the eyes and 
was taken to the same physician for examination, A Wasserman 
teat was made at the city board of health, and the result was posi- 
tive, 'being 4 plus. Treatment for syphilis was given for several 
months. 

Edward C, the boy's father, states that for a time after hie 
discharge from Rome, Milton's conduct was greatly improved. 
He was cleaner in his habits, had stopped masturbating, was more 
punctual and more obedient. He went to work for an electrical 
company, but according to his father, did not make good. He 
was then taken into his father's jewelry store where he acted as 
porter and did odd jobs receiving five dollars a week. His father 
says that he occasionally made a sale and exhibited some shrewd- 
ness, but he was of course not considered capable of this work. 
After a time he began stealing again. He would go in the bath- 
room, take his aunt's silk stockings and cut them off and wear 
them for socks. Things began to disappear from the jewelry 
store and two good clerks were discharged on suspicion. When 
a third clerk was about to be discharged, he insisted upon know- 
ing the cause, and upon learning it, requested that the matter be 
put in the hands of a detective agency. When Milton heard that 
this was to be done, he became frightened and admitted the thefts 
although he had stoutly denied them before. His father says 
that he had been cunning enough to assist in the search for the 
missing goods, had even visited several pawn shops at which he 
had not pawned things, and had come back and reported to his 
father that the things were not there. Meantime his father thinks 
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he liad been consorting with cheap aetresaes and probably had been 
spending the money on them. 

Kot wanting to arrest his son and not knowing what to do with 
him, the father told Milton he must leave New York and not 
come back. He bought him a ticket up state, gave him ten dol- 
lars in money and told him to go to work on a farm. It was 
at this time that Milton w^it to Home and visited Dr. Bernstein. 
He had expected to ask Br. Bernstein to get him work but lost 
" his nerve " and not having anything else to do returned to New 
York greatly to the disappointment of his father. For two weeks 
he has been boarding with a business acquaintance of his father 
and his father has been paying his expenses. He has been able 
to get work on two Saturdays at a store, but has no permanent esa.- 
ployment. 

When seen at the above address on November 9th, the pro- 
prietor of the store seemed to be out and Milton was standing out^ 
side in the sun with his hands in his pockets talking to some boys. 
He said he expected to look for work with the Hershey Chocolate 
Company on Monday. In his pocket he had a letter addressed to 
Dr. Bernstein asking him for work. He exhibited some curiosity 
as to how I knew where to find him but was satisfied with a sim- 
ple explanation. In appearance he is of average height, is thick 
set has a ruddy color and a fairly good facial expression. His 
face is full and he impresses one as rather gross, but his features 
are regular with the possible exception of his ears which are 
large and have noticeably large lobes. He carried on a fairly 
good conversation which nevertheless showed that he was child- 
like, confiding and over-credulous, 

One employer for whom Milton worked for eight months, did 
not recognize the boy as defective. . He considered him rather 
young for his age, but described him as obedient and anxious to 
please. He thought that Milton adapted himself to his work as 
well as the average boy. He noticed, however, his tendency to 
confide in anyone. He could not recall the reason why Milton 
left, but he did not think it was because his work was unsatis- 
factory. 

Later in November, 1914, Milton's fatier had bim arrested. 
He was sent to the Clearing House for Mental Defectives in New 
4 
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York City for examinatioB, was there pronounced a high grade 
imbecile and custodial care was recommeDded. 

Notes on tub Family Histoey 

There were no other children and no miscarriage so far as can 
be learned. 

The Father 

Edward C, 43 years of age, a jeweler by occupation seems to be 
the owner or manager of a jewelry store. He impresses one as 
being a man of rather more 1iian ordinary intelligence and good 
manners. His wife's sister claims tiiat he has been syphilitic for 
years and that he is responsible for his wife's and his son's condi- 
tion. The man has a serious heart trouble. 

A brother is a credit man in a banker's office. He is married 
and said to be in good health. 

Another brother, a traveling salesman, is married and is said 
to be in good health. 

Another brother is said to be in good health. 

A sister, unmarried, holds a responsible position as confidential 
secretary in the financial district in New York. 

Another sister, who is a saleswoman, is in fair health, but is 
said to be nervous since having an accident. 

The C. family is described as a rather unusually bright and 
capable family. 

The Paiemal Grandfather 

Aaron C. was a Hebrew bom in Germany. He was a 
manufacturer of caps, failed in business and during the latter 
part of his life was a cap operator. He died of heart trouble 
at 65 years. 

The Paternal Grandmother 

Minnie F., also a Hebrew was born in Germany, and is still 
alive. Has rheumatism. 

The Mother 

Carrie N. was borq in New York City and admitted to 

the Hebrew Orphan Asylum on November 11, 1881, when nine 

and a half years old. She left the institution January 31, 1888, 

was placed with a family, and later became an operator on waists 
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earniDg $10 a week. She married when about 18 years of age 
and died four years later. She was operated upon several times 
and died at lit. Sinai Hospital, New York City. The cause of 
death was syphilis. She is described as attractive looking. Her 
husband says that she was emotional and very untruthful. He 
claims to have heard rumors in regard to immorality but does 
not know whether they were true. 

The mother's only sister of whom we know is Henrietta N, who 
was admitted at the Hebrew Orphan Asylum on the same date 
as her sister, and discharged October 6, 1891. She is a woman 
of good appearance and average intelligence. 

The Mother's Father 

Morris N, was a Hebrew supposedly bom in Germany, We 
have Edward C.'a statement to the effect that he is reported to 
have been a rake. 

The Mother's Mother 
No information. 
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